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10  years  ago 


travelers 


Late-night  televangelist  Jack  Van  Impe's  claim  that  United 
Nations  troops  and  equipment  are  poised  in  Saucier,  Miss.,  for 
a  massive  invasion  and  takeover  of  the  U.S.  is  a  fabrication, 
according  to  an  investigation  by  the  Mobile  (Ala.)  Press- Reg¬ 
ister  newspaper.  Van  Impe's  show,  which  features  a  look-alike 
TV  news  studio  from  which  his  blonde  wife  Rexella  tosses  him 
current  event  topics  for  extended  commentary,  is  broadcast  on 
at  least  one  Mississippi  station.  Church  and  State  magazine 
reported  that  when  the  Mobile  newspaper  pressed  Van  Impe 
for  proof  of  the  Saucier  buildup,  his  office  supplied  phbtos  of 
standard  U.S.  military  equipment  —  one  of  which  even  had  a 
U.S.  government  license  plate.  The  magazine  also  said  that 
Van  Impe  has  claimed  John  F.  Kennedy  was  assassinated  in 
1963  to  pave  the  way  for  one-world  government  and  the  return 
of  the  Antichrist.  The  New  American  magazine,  which  also 
conducted  an  investigation  into  the  Saucier  myth  ahd  several’ 
similar  stories  from  around  the  country,  concluded  late  last 
year  that  there  was  no  reality  to  the  reports. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  reports  an  increase  in 
the  foundation's  total  corpus  for  the  10th  consecutive  year, 
with  Christian  education  drawing  top  support  from  donors 
across  Mississippi  and  the  country. 


Mississippi  Baptists  gamer  more  January  Bible  Study 
awards  than  any  other  state  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  also  boast  the  best  percentage  participation  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  according  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


Radio  stations  in  Jackson  and  Columbus  have  agreed  to 
broadcast  the  Baptist  Hour's  1945  Centennial  Crusade  kick¬ 
off,  in  which  Southern  Baptists  will  be  challenged  to  win 
1,000,000  souls  to  Christ  in  the  coming  year. 


Now  there’s  “room  at  the  inn ”  — 

Macao’s  Cradle  of  Hope  bom  of  abandoned  babies’  crisis 


Members  and  leaders  of  the  youth  and  children's  class  at 
Morgan  City  Church,  Morgan  City,  attending  The  Great  Pas¬ 
sion  Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  included  (bade,  from  left) 
Joseph  Fowler,  Steven  Nichols,  Connie  Makamson.  Steven 
Makamson,  Jim  Nestler,  (front,  from  left)  Sunshine  Gardner, 
Kristi  Neely,  Carrie  Hodges,  Stephanie  McClenic,  Carolyn 
Nichols,  Karen  Makamson.  Terri  Fowler,  and  Emilie  Hodges. 


By  Mark  Kelly 

new  in  Macao,  according  to 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  missionary  Ruth  Billett. 
Women  from  China  come  to  the 
colony  to  work.  When  they  want 
to  return  home,  however,  they 
have  to  leave  their  babies  behind. 

Finding  adoptive  parents  usual¬ 
ly  isn’t  difficult,  but  Nicholas’ 
deformed  arm  made  him  almost 
impossible  to  place,  said  Billett, 
who  is  from  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
He  had  no  place  else  to  go;  the 
local  orphanage  didn’t  take  chil¬ 
dren  under  3  years  of  age. 

Then  one  of  the  social  workers 
remembered  Marjory  Venderami- 
ni,  a  Brazilian  Baptist  missionary 
serving  in  Macao.  Venderamini 
had  applied  for  a  government 
license  to  open  a  home  for  aban¬ 
doned  babies,  but  the  approval 
process  was  endlessly  complicat¬ 
ed.  She  agreed  to  keep  Nicholas  in 
her  own  home  until  the  orphanage 
could  be  opened. 

What  followed  was  a  miracle. 
Local  newspapers  and  television 
carried  reports  of  Nicholas’  plight, 
and  Macao  took  the  baby  to  heart. 
Civic  groups  held  toy  drives.  Gar¬ 
ment  factories  donated  clothes. 
Grocery  stores  sent  food  and  dia¬ 
pers.  Chinese  Christians  and  for¬ 
eign  missionaries  from  many 
denominations  formed  a  board  of 
directors  for  the  orphanage. 

Most  remarkably,  layers  of  red 
tape  fell  away  and  a  government 
license  was  issued. 

Cradle  of  Hope  orphanage 
opened  in  May  1994  with 
Nicholas,  four  other  infants  and  a 
broad  base  of  support  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community. 


Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
in  Macao  played  key  roles  in  orga¬ 
nizing  the  project,  and  local  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  help  support  the 
orphanage  with  volunteers  and 
donations,  reported  missionary 
Mary  Dickey,  training  coordinator 
for  Hope  Medical  Clinic.  The  clin¬ 
ic,  run  by  missionaries,  provides 
medical  supplies  and  vitamins  to 
the  orphanage.  Dickey  trains  vol¬ 
unteers  to  care  for  the  children. 

Cradle  of  Hope  is  funded  pri¬ 
marily  by  the  Macao  government, 
which  also  coordinates  its  adop¬ 
tions,  said  Dickey,  of  Medford, 
Okla.  She  hopes  the  orphanage 
eventually  will  be  able  to  handle 
its  own  adoptions. 

“We  need  people  to  pray  that 
these  babies  end  up  with  Christian 
families,”  she  said.  “Right  now  we 
have  to  pray  them  into  Christian 
homes.” 

That’s  what  happened  to 
Nicholas.  A  Chinese  Christian 
couple  living  in  Sweden  adopted 
him.  Three  other  children  also 
have  been  adopted,  and  four  more 
now  wait  in  the  orphanage. 

Because  of  its  wide  public  sup¬ 
port,  Cradle  of  Hope  plans  to  relo¬ 
cate  to  a  larger  facility  soon,  Bil¬ 
lett  said.  Another  project,  a  home 
for  unwed  mothers,  also  is 
planned. 

“With  abortion  so  readily  avail¬ 
able  across  the  border  in  China, 
there  must  be  some  spark  of  hope 
and  love  in  a  mother  who  chooses 
not  to  destroy  her  child  but  give 
him  up  for  adoption,”  she  said. 
“We  want  to  offer  a  safe  haven  to 
these  mothers  and  share  with  them 
the  message  of  the  God  of  love.” 


Cradle  of  Hope,  the  missionary 
added,  stands  as  testimony  to  a 
God  who  can  break  down  all  barri¬ 
ers  —  denominations,  prejudice, 
even  government  red  tape. 

“And  yet,  for  all  his  awesome 
power,  he  cares  for  each  of  us  in  a 
very  real  and  personal  way,  even 
for  one  tiny  baby  screaming  alone 
in  the  darkness.” 

Kelly  writes  for  the  FMB. 


and  the  revelry  died  down  did  any¬ 
one  notice  the  crying.  As  the 
plaintive  wailing  persisted,  people 
became  curious.  As  the  tiny  voice 
rose  in  screams  of  pain,  they 
became  concerned. 

They  found  the  child  —  a  new¬ 
born  boy  —  lying  in  a  trash  can. 
The  bone  of  his  elbow  lay  exposed 
where  rats  had  gnawed  away  the 
flesh. 

At  the  hospital,  social  workers 
named  the  infant  “Nicholas”  and 
began  the  all-too-familiar  search 
for  a  family  to  adopt  him. 

Abandoned  infants  are  nothing 


MACAO  (BP)  —  The  baby’s 
pitiful  cry  all  but  disappeared  in 
the  hubbub  of  a  summer  evening 
in  Macao. 

Cars  sped  up  and  down  the  nar¬ 
row  streets  of  the  tiny  Portuguese 
colony  south  of  Hong  Kong  on 
China’s  coast.  The  rattle  of  mah- 
jongg  tiles  filtered  out  of  the  casi¬ 
nos  into  the  humid  night  air, 
which  was  heavy  with  the  odor  of 
fish  and  garlic.  A  slight  breeze 
carried  the  sounds  of  singing  and 
laughter  from  the  open  doors  of 
karaoke  bars. 

Only  when  the  hour  grew  late 


MOM  AND  DAO  WANTED  —  John  (left)  and  Lucas  are  waiting  for  new 
moms  and  dads  at  the  Cradle  of  Hope  orphanage  in  Macao,  which  was 
begun  by  Brazilian  and  Southern  Baptist  missionsaries.  Like  other  kids  at 
the  center,  John  and  Lucas  were  abandoned  at  birth  in  the  Portuguese 
colony  on  China’s  coast.  The  missionaries  are  praying  for  Christian  adop¬ 
tive  parents  for  them.  (BP  photos  by  Roy  Burroughs) 


CRADLE  OF  HOPE  —  This  bun¬ 
dle  of  joy  called  Mirian,  once  an 
abandoned  child,  has  safe  shelter 
in  the  arms  of  loving  Christians  and 
missionaries  until  she  finds  adop¬ 
tive  parents.  She  lives  at  the  Cradle 
of  Hope.  The  orphanage  was  begun 
by  a  Brazilian  missionary  after  she 
took  in  a  baby  found  in  a  trash  can. 


IS  N\'SI&UR  READV  TO  ORDER 
OR  WOULD  ME  LIKE  SOME 
PRAVER  SUPPORT  FOR  THIS 
PECISIOM  ?  " 


Editor’s  Notfroo^  . .. .  s  x 

Home  Mission  Board  gets  a  hit 


Strikeouts  are  not  unknown,  but  al  trust  is  one  of  the  major  factors  “We  acknowledge  and  support  the 

the  Home  Mission  Board  managed  that  has  made  Southern  Baptists  autonomy  of  the  state  conventions/ 

a  solid  hit  in  the  HMB /State  Con-  what  we  are  today.  Our  relationship  fellowships  and  the  HMB,  and  we 

venhons  Study  Report.  is  based  on  our  trust  in  God  and  acknowledge  the  inappropriateness 

A  special  committee  had  been  each  other.  Southern  Baptists  of  either  to  attempt  to  usurp  the 

authorized  to  study  how  die  HMB  strongly  believe  in  the  autonomy  of  autonomy  of  the  other.” 

“should  cooperate  in  the  future  with  the  local  church,  association,  state  There  was  the  affirming  of  the 
state  conventions  thru  channel  finds  convention,  and  the  SBC  and  its  Cooperative  Program  and  “we 
to  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellow-  entities encourage  giving  primary  support 
ship  and  other  non-SBC  entities.”  -  In  the  purpose  statement  the  to  those  entities  compatible  with  the 
Like  the  study  of  die  Masons,  committee  reported,  “The  joint  SBC” 
this  was  forced  on  the  HMB  and  roles  of  state  conventions  and  die  Note  the  word  was  “encourage” 
had  all  the  makings  of  a  fiasco.  HMB  in  developing  strategy  are  rather  than  “investigate”  churches 

Some  unwise  words  such  as  “inves-  clearly  established.  The  HMB  and  or  states  handling  CBF  funds, 

tigate”  and  the  possibility  of  state  conventions  jointly  develop  Those  who  use  alternate  channels 

“usurping  the  authority  of  state  con-  local,  regional,  and  national  strate-  for  HMB  support  are  “encouraged” 

venhons”  caused  confusion.  Some-  gies  to  reach  our  nation  for  Jesus  to  renew  their  support  through  the 

one  had  to  “discomfort  all  Israel”  Christ”  Cooperative  Program  and  the  Annie 

while  striking  a  paranoiac  blow  at  None  of  these  statements  is  new.  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 

the  CBF.  The  statements  should  have  been  Home  Missions. 

Immediately  it  was  an  unpopular  studied  by  the  HMB  executive  The  HMB  will  continue  to 

subject.  Autonomy  of  Baptist  bod-  committee  prior  to  making  the  orig-  cooperate  with  churches,  associa¬ 
tes  is  well  substantiated.  Florida  inal  motion.  tions,  and  state  conventions  in 

flared  up  in  a  strong  message  that  Fourteen  recommendations  were  evangelism  and  affirmed  their 
they  were  not  to  investigate  the  made,  mostly  in  a  general  sense,  but  desire  to  cooperate  fully  in  these 

HMB  nor  was  the  HMB  to  investi-  the  wording  was  conciliatory,  ministries.  The  report  actually 

gate  Florida.  Virginia,  North  Caroli-  Thanks  were  expressed,  partner-  majored  on  trying  to  get  us  back 

na,  and  Texas  let  their  money  do  ships  invited,  trust  expressed  to  be  together  rather  than  notching  a  vic- 

tbe  talking  and  suddenly  all  of  us  needed,  along  with  a  pledge  to  build  tory  in  the  controversy.  This  is  a 

were  taking  a  second  look.  relationships.  wise  decision  and  we  commend  the 

The  committee  reported:  “Mutu-  Finally  we  get  to  the  heart  of  it:  HMB  for  this  insight. 


The  Fragments-  - 

It  doesn’t  get  any  better 
than  this? 


“Tell  the  truth,”  she  says,  retarded  adults.  Twice  a  year  she 
“could  you  trade  this  for  any-  takes  the  patients  to  the  Grand  “to 
thing?”  play  the  slots.”  The  hotel  picks  up 

These  are  the  words  of  Elaine  the  lunch  check  and  annually 
Cohen,  73,  in  Atlantic  City,  as  makes  a  donation  to  the  center, 
reported  by  the  Wall  Street  Jour-  After  all,  what  are  friends  for? 
mil  (Dec.  28, 1994).  “Could  you  trade  this  for  any- 

“Elaine,”  as  they  call  her  in  the  thing?”  Elaine’s  life  savings  are 
Bally  Grand  Casino,  gambles  expected  to  last  her  five  more 
about  three  days  per  week.  Last  years.  Her  daughter  will  have  to 

year,  she  lost  $30,000  of  her  sav-  take  care  of  her  after  that.  Elaine  is 

ings.  She  is  not  a  wealthy  person  a  caring,  loving  person.  I  think 
but  sees  the  casino  as  her  “home.”  most  of  us  would  like  her.  It’s  a 
Two  days  each  week  she  is  a  pity  she  has  not  found  the  liberal- 
volunteer  worker  at  a  center  for  mg  power  of  the  gospel.  —  GH 
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Texas  conservatives 
discuss  funding  of 
state,  SBC  causes 

FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  The 
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was  given  permission  by  SBC 
Conservative  Baptist  Fellowship  Executive  Committee  President 
of  Texas  took  on  a  new  name  and  Morris  Chapman  to  use  the  SBC 
talked  about  new  directions  in  logo.  Chapman  told  the  Texas 
missions  giving  but  gave  only  Baptist  newsjournal  Baptist 
bare  mention  to  the  question  of  Standard  the  guidelines  for  use 
forming  a  new  state  convention  at  of  the  logo  give  “wide  latitude” 
a  rally  in  Fort  Worth  Jan.  10.  for  its  use  by.  organizations  in 

About  300  people  attended  the  friendly  cooperation  with  the 
meeting  at  the  Radisson  Plaza  SBC. 

Hotel  following  the  Tuesday  Focus  of  the  90-minute  meet¬ 
evening  session  of  the  Texas  Bap-  ing  was  on  how  churches  could 
tist  Evangelism  Conference.  direct  their  missions  giving  in 

Previously  known  as  the  Con-  light  of  the  convention  action  in 
servative  Baptist  Fellowship  of  Amarillo  last  fall  broadening  the  making  group  failed  to  materialize 

Texas,  it  will  now  be  known  as  definition  of  what  constitutes  a  Jan.  3  when  Deep  South  Film 

“Southern  Baptists  of  Texas,”  Cooperative  Program  gift.  Institute,  Inc.,  missed  a  60-day 

according  to  Miles  Seaborn,  Although  the  action  in  Am  aril-  deadline  extension  to  purchase  the 

chairman.  lo  requires  no  church  to  change  property  for  $1,000,000. 

Seaborn,  pastor  of  Birchman  its  method  of  supporting  the  The  special  committee  appoint- 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  said  they  Texas  Baptist  and  Southern  Bap-  ed  by  the  convention  to  liquidate 

were  “in  the  process  of  reorganiz-  tist  conventions,  the  conserva-  the  defunct  junior  college  will 

ing  and  restating  our  name  and  tives  resent  the  new  provision  convene  soon  to  discuss  a  course 

redefining  our  board  of  directors.”  that  support  of  the  BGCT  alone  of  action,  according  to  committee 

Four  lo  six  regional  meetings  or  support  of  the  BGCT  and  other  chairman  Larry  Otis  of  Tupelo, 
will  be  held  during  the  year,  a  “worldwide  Baptist  missions  and  “Deep  South  Film  Institute  did 
newsletter  will  be  distributed  and  ministries”  such  as  the  Coopera-  not  provide  the  $1,000,000 
“we  are  talking  to  people  about  tive  Baptist  Fellowship  also  qual-  required  to  buy  the  Clarke  Col- 
being  candidates”  for  office  at  the  ify  as  Cooperative  Program  gifts.  lege  property  as  authorized  by  the 
state  convention  in  San  Antonio  Some  reportedly-  are  consider-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
next  fall.  Seaborn  said.  ing  redirecting^.their  missions  during  their  annual  meeting  last 

He  is  constantly  asked  if  they  gifts  around  the  state  convention  November.  The  convention 

are  planning  to  start  a  new  state  to  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  allowed  the  institute’s  representa- 

convention,  Seaborn  said,  but  he  or  giving  only  minimal  support  to  tives  60  additional  days  to  provide 

gave  no  definitive  answer,  saying  the  state  convention  and  the  rest  the  necessary  funds  for  the  pur- 

only  he  had  spoken  to  a  “national  to  the  SBC.  chase,  and  the  60-day  limit 

leader”  who  had  urged  the  group  Seaborn  and  Ronnie  Yarber,  expired  on  Jan.  3,”  Otis  said. 

“to  make  sure  your  heart  is  for  vice  chairman  and  pastor  of  Gross  Investors  led  by  Jim  Shepherd 
missions  and  evangelism”  and  Road  Church  of  Mesquite,  Texas,  of  Ridgeland  hoped  to  provide  “a 

had  said  the  “Southern  Baptist  said  750  to  800  churches  or  indi-  wholesome  atmosphere  to  teach 

organization  is  open  to  you.”  viduals  had  made  inquiries  about  HDTV  (high  definition)  technolo- 

Seabom  said  the  organization  what  direction  to  take.  gy  while  filming  feature  films, 


Clarke  purchase  falters  as 
January  3  deadline  expires 


Southwestern  awaits  ATS  decision:  most  expect  probation 


FORT  WORTH  (ABP)  —  It  receive  probation  because  of  vio-  won’t  defend  them  (74.7%). 
won’t  be  official  until  the  end  of  lations  stemming  from  the  March  While  most  faculty  members 
January,  but  most  faculty  and  9  firing  of  President  Russell  Dil-  said  their  own  academic  freedom 
administrators  at  Southwestern  day,  seminary  sources  say.  is  unscathed  so  far  (73.1%),  two- 

Seminary  expect  the  seminary  to  Southwestern’s  faculty  is  thirds  said  the  freedom  of  some 
be  placed  on  probation  by  at  least  deeply  troubled  over  perceived  faculty  members  has  already 
one  of  the  school’s  two  accredit-  threats  tb  academic  freedom,  been  violated  (67.2%). 
ing  agencies.  according  to  a  survey  conducted  Seminary  leaders  say  the  elec- 

Officials  of  the  Association  of  for  ATS.  tion  of  Ken  Hemphill,  the  semi- 

Theological  Schools  in  the  United  Three-fourths  said  they  fear  nary’s  new  president,  last  July 
States  and  Canada,  who  visited  the  academic  freedom  of  faculty  signals  the  school  is  on  the  road 
the  Fort  Worth  campus  late  last  members  will  be  violated  in  the  to  recovery.  Indeed,  most  faculty 
year,  recommended  the  seminary  near  future,  and  that  the  seminary  members  approve  of  Hemphill’s 

election,  even  though  be  lacks 
the  ties  to  Southwestern  they  said 
were  important. 

The  survey,  which  was  repeat¬ 
ed  twice  after  Hemphill’s  July 
election,  showed  64.1%  of  facul¬ 
ty  members  approve  of 
Hemphill’s  selection. 

But  that  has  not  alleviated  fac¬ 
ulty  concerns  about  the  future  of 
the  school.  In  fact,  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  academic  freedom  has 
weakened  between  May,  when 
the  survey  was  initially  taken, 
and  November,  when  it  was 
taken  a  final  time. 

While  most  said  in  May  they 
felt  free  to  teach  and  investigate 
truth  (58.5%),  in  November  a 
slight  majority  said  that  freedom 
no  longer  existed  (50.7%).  While 
72%  said  in  May  they  felt  free  to 
express  their  conscientious  con¬ 


victions,  only  47.7%  felt  that  “We  have  been  placed  in  an  aca- 
confidence  in  November.  demic  straitjacket,”  wrote  anotb- 

And  59.6%  said  stateipents  in  er.  But  one  said,  “There  are  no 
the  faculty  manual  which  are  evidences  that  academic  freedom 
intended  to  protect  academic  and  integrity  are  threatened.” 
freedom  won’t  be  enough  to  On  another  topic,  91%  of  fi«- 
guarantee  freedom  at  Southwest-  ulty  'members  said  Ihey  are 
em.  apprehensive  about  the  semi- 

Most  faculty  members  blame  nary’s  financial  stability.  A  drop 
trustees  for  the  instability  at  the  in  enrollment  and  the  loss  of 
seminary.  In  the  most  recent  sur-  some  donors  since  Dilday’s  fir- 
vey,  88.1%  said  trustees  are  not  ing  have  hurt  the  school, 
acting  responsibly  in  guiding  the  Enrollment  fell  by  204  stu- 
seminary.  And  89.6%  said  trus-  dents  last  fall.  Students  are  cur- 
tees  are  not  accurately  represent-  rently  enrolling  for  the  spring 
ing  the  seminary’s  situation.  term  and  another  drop  is  expect- 

The  November  survey  also  ed,  but  final  figures  won’t  be 
asked  for  confidential  comments  available  for  several  weeks, 
from  faculty  members  regarding  Enrollment  losses  can  cost  the 
the  six  problems  cited  by  ATS.  seminary  dearly.  Southwestern 
Several  said  the  only  way  to  receives  about  $2,600  a  year 
restore  the  school’s  integrity  is  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
for  the  trustees  to  resign  en  vention  for  each  student,  and  stu- 
masse.  Others  called  for  the  trus-  dents  pay  an  average  of  $1,800  a 
tees  to  apologize  to  Dilday  and  year  for  tuition, 
the  seminaries’  constituents.  The  Southwestern  team  that 

But  a  few  faculty  members  presented  their  case  to  ATS  Jan. 
said  Dilday’s  firing,  though  dis-  6  included  Hemphill,  Scotty 
ruptive,  was  not  an  abuse  of  Gray,  the  seminary’s  executive 
power.  “Dr.  Dilday’s  termination  vice  president;  William  Tolar, 
was  certainly  handled  poorly  but  vice  president  for  academic 
was  not  outside  the  trustees'  stat-  affairs;  trustee  chairman  Ralph 
ed  authority,”  one  noted.  Pulley,  a  Dallas  attorney;  and 

“Our  only  protection  for  acad-  James  Draper,  president  of  the 
emic  freedom  is  gone  as  of  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  and 
March  9,”  wrote  one  teacher,  former  trustee  chairman. 


Ecru  anti-school  prayer  mother 
adds  injunction  to  lawsuit 


totoc 


1994  to  stop  the  practice. 

Pontotoc  County  school  superintend  ant  Jerry  Horton,  member  of 
Ecru  Church,  Ecru,  and  one  of  the  defendants  in  HerdahJ’s  lawsuit, 
has  said  he  believes  the  student -led  morning  devotional*  are  consti¬ 
tutional  and  beneficial  to  students.  He  has  also  promised  a  strong 
court  defense  of  the  practice. 

No  hearing  dates  have  been  announced  for  the  injunction  or  the 
full  lawsuit.  School  officials  have  20  days  to  respond  to  the  injunc¬ 
tion  request. 
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Focus  on  children 


Diana  Garland  (front  row,  center),  dean  of  the  Carver  School  of  Social 
Work  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kv.,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Wednesday  evening  service  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  Jan.  4.  Author  of  Pre¬ 
cious  in  His  Sight,  Garland  was  also  featured  speaker  at  the  second  annu¬ 
al  Children’s  Prayer  Breakfast  on  Jan.  5  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Garland 
was  joined  at  the  breakfast  by  (from  left)  front  row,  Bill  Baker,  pastor  of 
First,  Clinton;  Elizabeth  K.  Holmes,  consultant  for  women’s  and  children’s 
issues,  Christian  Action  Commission,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention; 
back  row,  Jane  Boykin,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Forum  on  Children 
and  Families  (MFCF);  and  Alfrenett  Johnson-Orr,  family  child  care  coordi¬ 
nator,  MFCF.  The  Children’s  Prayer  Breakfast  was  organized  by  MFCF  with 
support  from  Kids  Count  Mississippi  and  Mississippi’s  religious  commu¬ 
nity.  - 


Bill  proposed  to  establish 
commission  on  gambling 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Con¬ 
gress  will  establish  a  panel  to 
study  the  impact  of  gambling  in 
the  United  States,  if  a  representa¬ 
tive  from  Virginia  has  his  way. 

Rep.  Frank  Wolf,  R-Va.f 
announced  Jan.  10  he  will  intro¬ 
duce  a  bill" to  form  the  National 
Gambling  Impact  and  Policy 
Commission  for  the  purpose  of 
compiling  information  on  gamb¬ 
ling’s  effect  on  economics, 
crime,  families,  and  individuals. 

The  United  States  is  on  a 
“gambling  binge,”  Wolf  said. 
“This  is  an  issue  of  national 
economic  importance,  and  I 
believe  the  new  Congress 
should  examine  it  closely  over 


the  coming  months.” 

The  commission,  he  said, 
should  review  the  cost  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  federal  and  state  regu¬ 
lations,  gambling’s  impact  on 
other  businesses,  the  influence  of 
gambling  promoters  on  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  policies  regulating 
gambling,  the  relationship 
between  gambling  and  crime, 
teenage  gambling,  and  the  effect 
of  pathological  gambling  on  indi¬ 
viduals,  families,  and  social  insti¬ 
tutions. 

The  commission  also  should 
propose  whether  gambling  opera¬ 
tions  on  Indian  lands  should  be 
regulated  by  the  states,  not  just 
the  federal  government,  he  said. 


Editor  warns  of  postage  hike 
from  “Contract  with  America” 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Post¬ 
al  rates  have  just  jumped  almost 
23%  for  nonprofit  mailers,  such 
as  churches,  state  Baptist  newspa¬ 
pers,  and  other  religious  publica¬ 
tions. 

But  if  one'item  in  the  “Con¬ 
tract  with  America”  —  now  being 
debated  in  Congress  —  is  adopt¬ 
ed,  rates  will  rise  another  22- 
23%,  according  to  Bob  Terry, 
editor  of  Word  &  Way,  the  state 
Baptist  newsjoumal  of  Missouri. 

The  item  of  concern  in  the 
Contract  with  America  calls  for 
“reform  of  financing  of  future 
federal  retiree  benefits,”  said 
Terry,  who  serves  on  the  Mailers’ 
Technical  Advisory  Committee 
(MTAC),  a  group  of  mailers  that 
meets  quarterly  with  the  senior 
management  of  the  United  States 
Postal  Service  (USPS). 

The  proposed  reform  would 
require  the  USPS  to  make 
advance  payments  totaling  $11 
billion  to  the  federal  government 
to  fund  the  next  five  years  of 
USPS  retiree  benefits,  Terry  said. 

Advocates  of  the  reform  say  it 
would  reduce  the  federal  budget 
deficit  by  requiring  the  USPS  to 
“pre-fund”  its  retirement  •benefits, 
Terry  said. 

That’s  quite  a  contrast  to  the 
present  arrangement,  in  which  the 
USPS  pays  retiree  benefits  to  the 
federal  government  on  a  “pay  as 
you  go”  basis  —  “or  as  the  oblig¬ 
ations  come  due,”  said  Terry, 
who  represents  a  broad-based 
coalition  of  religious  publishers, 
including  Southern  Baptists,  on 
MTAC. 

“The  Postmaster  General  has 
said  if  (the  reform  is  enacted), 
they  will' immediately  file  for 
another  postal  rate  increase,” 
Terry  said,  because  all  benefits 
for  USPS  retirees  are  provided  by 
postal  revenues  —  not  from  tax 
revenues. 

A  press  release  from  the  Wash¬ 
ington-based  Alliance  of  Non¬ 
profit  Mailers  disputes  that  the 
reform  can  actually  accomplish 


federal  budget  deficit  reduction. 
The  release  quotes  from  a  letter 
by  Robert  Reischauer,  director  of 
the  Congressional  Budget  Office: 
“Over  the  long  run,  however,  pre- 
funding  would  merely  shift  the 
timing  of  certain  receipts  and 
would  not  reduce  the  deficit.” 

It’s  not  only  nonprofit  mailers, 
but  all  postal  consumers  who  will 
likely  be  impacted  by  the  rate 
increase,  Terry  said.  He  said  the 
cost  of  a  first-class  stamp  could 
jump  to  35  cents  by  the  end  of 
1995  if  the  reform  is  enacted. 
(Stamps  rose  from  29  cents  to  32 


cents  on  Jan.  1  of  this  year.) 

Terry  urges  concerned  Baptists 
and  others  to  contact  their  con¬ 
gressmen  and  senators  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  urge  them  not  to  vote 
for  the  part  of  the  Contract  with 
America  that  calls  for  “reform  of 
financing  for  future  federal  retiree 
benefits.” 

The  steep  increase  on  Jan.  1  in 
nonprofit  postal  rates  was  a  sur¬ 
prise,  since  the  USPS  board  of 
governors  had  requested  a  much 
smaller  increase  from  the  Postal 
Rate  Commission  (PRC),  Terry 
said. 


Churches  can  save  money 
in  link  with  state  papers 


JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) 

—  How  can  local  churches  cope 
with  shrinking  budgets  and  rising 
postal  rates? 

Bob  Terry  has  a  suggestion: 
back  pages  of  state  Baptist  news¬ 
papers.  Many  newsjournals  of 
state  Baptist  conventions  provide  a 
church  newsletter  service  on  their 
back  pages,  noted  Terry,  who  is 
editor  of  Word  &  Way,  the  Bap¬ 
tist  newsjoumal  in  Missouri. 

Under  a  typical  plan,  a  partici¬ 
pating  church  sends  the  state  paper 
to  its  church  members,  and  the 
church  newsletter  is  printed  on  the 
back  page  of  the  paper.  Sub¬ 
scribers  whose  churches  don’t  par¬ 
ticipate  receive  a  back  page  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  state  newspaper  staff 

—  often,  feature  stories  that  don’t 
relate  to  high-profile  or  critical 
news  stories. 

For  a  church  that  already  sub¬ 
scribes  to  the  state  newspaper  for 
its  members,  the  back-page  plan 
saves  the  church  the  cost  of  mail¬ 
ing  its  newsletters  by  .piggyback¬ 
ing  the  newsletter  on  the  back 
page  of  the  paper. 

“I  think  (rising  postal  rates) 
ought  to  increase  the  partnership 
between  churches,  associations, 
and  state  Baptist  papers,”  Terry 


said.  “When  a  local  church  sends  a 
mailout,  it  pays  a  per-piece  cost 
and  a  weight  cost.  If  the  church  and 
state  paper  were  working  together 
in  partnership,  there  would  only  be 
one  per-piece  charge. 

“You  could  eliminate  the 
postage  being  paid  by  the  local 
church,  have  more  efficient  deliv¬ 
ery,  and  better  Christian  steward¬ 
ship.  1  do  not  think  we  honor  the 
Lord  when  we  adopt  structures, 
when  we  send  more  money  to  the 
post  office,  when  we  could  partner 
with  other  Baptist  entities,”  Terry 
said. 

The  cost  for  a'church  to  .com- 
municate  with  its  members  is 
“going  out  of  sight,”  he  said. 
“Every  time  we  have  to  take  a  dol¬ 
lar  and  put  it  toward  postal  rates,  it 
comes  out  of  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  ministries,  Bibles,  Christian 
literature,  or  social  ministry.  It’s  a 
dollar  that’s  going  to  postage 
(instead). 

“I  think  that’s  a  real  problem  in 
a  society  where  we’re  talking 
about  growing  personal  account¬ 
ability  and  responsibility,”  Terry 
said. 

(Note:  The  Baptist  Record  uses 
the  front  page  rather  than  the  back 

page  )  ' 


Author  pulls  Joshua  commentary  over  disputes  with  BSSB  editors 


BELTON,  Texas  (ABP)  — 
The  author  of  a  commentary  on 
the  book  of  Joshua  has  withdrawn 
his  upcoming  volume  in  the  New 
American  Commentary  series 
because  of  disputes  with  editors  at 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
(BSSB). 

The  author,  Stephen  Wyrick, 
said  he  made  the  decision  after 
recent  discussions  with  editors  in 
which  “it  became  clear  they 
weren’t  going  to  be  happy”  with 
the  book.  “The  methodologies  I 
desired  to  employ  during  the 
research  and  writing  and  the 
methodologies  they  desire  to  be 
employed  are  irreconcilable,”  said 
Wyrick,  a  religion  professor  at  the 
University  of  Mary  Hardin-Baylor 
in  Belton,  Texas. 

Among  concerns  raised  by  edi¬ 
tors  are  his  dating  of  the  events 
described  in  Joshua  and  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  disputed  texts,  he  said. 

The  40-volume  commentary 


set,  authorized  by  BSSB  trustees 
in  1987,  is  designed  to  espouse  an 
inerrantist  view  of  Scripture.  The 
Nashville-based  BSSB’s  last 
major  commentary,  the  Broad- 
man  Bible  Commentary,  was 
published  in  the  1970s  and  is 
sometimes  criticized  as  too  liberal 
for  the  tastes  of  fundamental-con¬ 
servative  trustees  who  now  hold 
sway  at  the  board  and  other  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  original  general  editor, 
Michael  Smith,  resigned  in  1990 
to  become  a  pastor.  He  was 
replaced  by  David  Dockery,  who 
stepped  aside  two  years  later 
when  he  accepted  a  deanship  at 
Southern  Seminary.  In  1992,  trus¬ 
tees  elected  Criswell  College’s 
Ray  Clendenen  the  new  general 
editor,  causing  one  consulting  edi¬ 
tor  to  resign  in  protest. 

Some  observers  say  the  recent 
disputes  with  writers  indicate  the 


board  is  moving  away  from  a  tra¬ 
ditional  commitment  to  main¬ 
stream  conservative  scholarship  to 
cater  to  a  more  fundamentalist 
approach. 

Board  officials,  however,  dis¬ 
pute  that,  pointing  out  that  while 
such  rejections  are  rare,  they  are 
not  unprecedented. 

Wyrick  said  he  ran  into  prob¬ 
lems  with  Clendenden  and  other 
commentary  editors  over  the  dat¬ 
ing  of  Israel’s  conquest  of  Pales¬ 
tine  and  issues  raised  by  recent 
textual  studies  and  archeological 
finds. 

Wyrick  said  he  believes  the 
conquest  took  place  in  the  13th 
century  before  Christ,  a  dating 
accepted  by  most  scholars  and 
“pretty  much  what  I  have  encoun¬ 
tered  during  the  years”  while  an 
undergraduate  student  at  Dallas 
Baptist  University  and  a  master’s 
and  a  doctoral  student  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary. 


BSSB  editors,  however,  rely¬ 
ing  on  a  literal  reading  of  a  verse 
in  I  Kings,  insist  on  a  15th  centu¬ 
ry  dating,  be  said. 

I  Kings  6:1  reports  the  exodus 
came  480  years  before  the  con¬ 
struction  of  Solomon’s  temple  in 
Jerusalem,  which  most  scholars 
place  in  the  early  10th  century.  A 
literal  interpretation,  therefore, 
pushes  the  date  for  Joshua’s 
escapades  into  the  15th  century. 

But  many  scholars  do  not 
interpret  the  number  literally. 
“There  are  other  texts  in  the  Bible 
that  seem  to  indicate  other  possi¬ 
ble  dates,”  Wyrick  said.  Chroni¬ 
cles  dates  the  exodus  12  genera¬ 
tions  before  the  temple.  “Many 
conservative  scholars  would 
argue  that  the  480  years  in  I 
Kings  6:1  is  a  reference  to  12 
generations,  and  generations  were 
oftentimes  reckoned  as  40  years 
in  the  Old  Testament....  It’s  a 
matter  of  interpretation  what  do 


you  do  with  I  Kings  6:1,”  he  said. 

Wyrick  said  he  also  places  the 
writing  of  the  book  of  Joshua  later 
than  the  BSSB  editors.  “I  placed 
the  dating  in  the  period  of  the 
monarchy.  Some  want  to  place  it 
in  the  period  of  the  judges,”  he 
said. 

Wyrick  did  much  of  the 
research  for  the  commentary  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  sabbatical  at  the 
Albright  Institute  of  Archeology 
in  Jerusalem.  Clendenen,  he  said, 
has  stated  he  does  not  want  much 
attention  given  to  archeology. 

BSSB  trustees  voted  to  publish 
the  commentary  in  1987,  overrid¬ 
ing  a  committee  recommendation 
that  discouraged  the  venture  by 
citing  low  market  demand  and 
fear  of  controversy.  The  trustees 
specified  that  the  commentary 
must  defend  traditional  authorship 
of  biblical  books  and  that  all  writ¬ 
ers  “hold  to  the  position  of 
inerrancy.” 


More  proposals  dropped  into  ’95  legislative  hopper 


The  following  bills  were  filed 
in  the  Mississippi  Legislature 
between  Jan.  6-12,  and  are  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  list  of  bills  from 
the  previous  week’s  listing  in  The 
Baptist  Record: 


HB  854  prohibits  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  transfer,  and  possession  of 
assault  weapons. 

HB  875  creates  the  civil  rights 
division  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney 
General. 

HB  878  eliminates  the  death 
penalty  for  a  capital  offense  by  any 
youth  or  child  under  the  age  18. 

HB  890  eliminates  the  death 
penalty  for  the  mentally  retarded. 

HB  889  allows  sexual  abuse  as  a 
child  as  a  mitigating  circumstance  in 
capital  sentencing  cases. 

SB  2205  provides  that  if  a  ip 
student  athlete  is  found  guilty 
of  weapons  possession  while 
participating  in  school  athletic 
activities,  the  school  and  the 
student  shall  be  disqualified 
from  further  participation  in 
that  sport. 

SB  2326  requires  registra¬ 
tion  of  firearms  and  imposes 
specific  provisions  for  the  reg¬ 
istration  of  weapons. 

SB  2330  imposes  enhanced 
penalties  for  the  use  of  armor 
piercing  ammunition  during  . 
the  commission  of  the  crimes 
of  violence  or  drug  trafficking,  and 
prohibits  parole  for  a  person  convict¬ 
ed  under  this  act. 

SB  2332  provides  that  the  sale  of 
weapons  to  minors  shall  be  a  felony, 
and  provides  for  a  fine  and  imprison¬ 
ment  for  such  sale.  It  also  provides 


!B  655  and  864  assert  that  cer-  for  termination  of  parental  rights, 
acts  which  are  unlawful  for  the  HB  654  provides  that  law 
er  of  a  permit  authorizing  the  enforcement  officers  may  detain  an 
of  beer  or  light  wine  are  also  offending  party  for  a  spousal  abuse 
iwful  if  committed  by  an  charge. 

loyee  of  the  permit  holder.  HB  699  creates  the  “Uniform 

B  2242  prohibits  the  holder  of  a  Premarital  Agreement  Act.” 
lit  authorizing  the  retail  sale  of  HB  707  relates  to  exploitation  of 
or  light  wine  from  allowing  the  children  and  prohibits  the  possession 
umption  of  beer  or  light  wine  on  of  materials  which  sexually  exploit 
etail  premises  after  the  hours  it  children. 

gaily  open  for  business.  HB  718  provides  for  equitable 

B  2437  provides  that  an  appli-  division  of  marital  property, 
cant  for  a  permit  to  sell  light  SB  2216  requires  licensure  of  cer- 
wine  or  beer  must  be  a  resident  tain  individuals  who  use  the  title  of 
of  Mississippi  and  that  the  des-  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy  in  the 
ignated  manager  of  the  licensed  state  of  Mississippi,  and  creates  the 
premises  must  be  a  resident  of  Mississippi  Marriage  and  Family 
Mississippi.  Therapy  Licensure  Board. 

HB  639  and  843  provide  that  SB  2227  provides  that  persons 
it  shall  be  unlawful  to  operate  a  age  18  or  older  may  marry  without 
water  craft  under  the  influence  parental  permissiqn. 
of  alcohol,  and  that  any  operator  SB  2274  provides  that  determina- 
of  a  water  craft  shall  be  tion  of  the  best  interests  of  a  child  in 
assumed  to  have  given  implied  custody  matters  is  to  be  made  with- 
consent  for  blood  alcohol  con-  out  regard  to  the  gender  of  the  parent 
tent  testing.  or  parents  seeking  custody. 

SB  2293  adds  public  housing  SB  2368  authorizes  the  Mississip- 
developments  to  list  of  drug-  pi  Department  of  Human  Services  to 
free  zones  where  sale  or  posses-  expand  its  private  entity  child  sup- 
of  drugs  within  1500  feet  results  port  collection  pilot  program  into 
ihanced  penalties.  additional  Mississippi  counties. 


Church/state 

SB  (Senate  Bill)  2243  provides 
that  students  who  are  at  licensed 
child  care  facilities  for  four  or  fewer 
hours  a  day  shall  not  be  counted  as 
children  at  those  facilities  for  any 
purpose  under  the  licensure  law,  and 
provides  that  such  exemption  shall 
be  ;  i  'owed  only  if  the  facility  pro¬ 
vides  care  to  fewer  than  15  of  those 
children. 


Mississippi  Legislature 


Criminal  justice 

HB  (House  Bill)  687  ancL701 
authorizes  warrantless  search*  for 
drugs  and  weapons  on  school  prop¬ 
erty. 

HB  746  conforms  fondling  laws 
with  sexual  battery  laws. 

HB  780  provides  for  enforced 
penalties  for  gang-related  criminal 
activities. 

HB  795  authorizes  a  judge  to  sen¬ 
tence  violators  of  certain  controlled 
substances  to  rehabilitation  instead 
of  prison. 

HB  810  creates  a  state-assisted 
county  jail  construction  program 
using  revenue  from  state  gambling 
fees. 


HB  638  provides  that  a  person 
selling  alcoholic  beverages,  light 
wine,  and  beer  to  a  minor  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  $1,500  and  not 
more  than  $50,000,  and  that  the  per¬ 
mit  to  sell  shall  be  revoked  for  one 
year. 

Youths  need  challenge,  not  entertainment 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Experiencing  God,  and  consul-  “Somehow  (church  leaders) 
Church  leaders  today  are  “urider-  tant  for  revival  and  spiritual  awak-  feel  they  can’t  put  anything  heavy 
challenging”  youths,  according  to  ening  for  the  Home  and  Foreign  on  teens,  and  that’s  just  not  true, 
author  Henry  Blackaby,  who  said  Mission  boards  and  Baptist  Sun-  Teens  are  waiting  for  that.  They 
they  are  offering  entertainment  day  School  Board.  are  waiting  for  someone  to  know 

and  road  trips  instead  of  godly  “The  greatest  tragedy  in  they  are  capable  of  more  than  just 
challenges.  churches  today  is  that  we  are  being  baby-sat,”  Blackaby  said. 

Church  leaders  “are  saying,  under-challenging  our  youth.  I’ve  Blackaby  was  speaker  at  the 
‘Let’s  go  swimming’  or  ‘Let’s  go  never  seen  any  age  group  that  first-ever  Experiencing  God  Youth 
to  Six  Flags,’  ‘Let’s  watch  videos  responds  more  deeply  with  greater  Celebration,  Dec.  27-29  at  Ridge- 
or  listen  to  music,’”  said  Blacka-  sacrifice  than  teenagers,”  Blacka-  crest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center, 
by,  author  of  the  popular  resource,  by  said.  About  2,000  youths  and  youth 

leaders  packed  Spillman  Auditori- 
-  _  um  at  Ridgecrest  to  hear  Blacka- 

m\  by,  according  to  Clyde  Hall,  man- 

'  S  ^  ,;V-  :*'A?  ager  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 

U  >^1,  3  -  I  :J  1  Board’s  discipleship  and  family 


Gambling 

HB  779  removes  prohibitions  on 
conducting  sports  pools  for  the 
wagering  on  sporting  events  aboard 
cruise  vessels. 

SB  2248  expands  the  list  of  high¬ 
way  improvement  projects  eligible 
for  funding  from  the  gaming  coun¬ 
ties  state  assisted  infrastructure  fund. 

SB  2335  prohibits  gaming  in 
waters  adjacent  to  the  three  most 
southern  counties  of  Mississippi  that 
lie  adjacent  to  areas  which  were 
zoned  for  commercial  use  on  June 
29,  1990,  and  which  are  not  zoned 
for  residential  use. 


impose  penalties  for  the  use  of  cer-  Safety 

tain  controlled  substances  during  HB  641  provides  that  it  is  unlaw- 

pregnancy.  ful  for  any  person  under  age  18  to 

HB  823  authorizes  the  use  of  trap  ride  in  or  upon  any  portion  of  a  vehi- 
and  trace  devices  and  caller  IDs  by  cle  not  designed  for  transportation  of 
the  Bureau  of  Narcotics.  passengers. 

HB  642  modifies  the  mandatory 
Education  motor  vehicle  seat  belt  law  to  allow 

HB  741  creates\the  “Blind  Per-  prosecution  for  violation  even  if  no 
sons’  Literacy  Rights  and  Education  other  offense  is  applicable. 

Act.” 

HB  793  and  799  authorizes 
school  districts  to  employ  attendance 
officers  and  study  the  feasibility  of 
incorporating  attendance  require¬ 
ments  in  the  performance-based 
accreditation  system. 

HB  894  and  HCR  (House  Con¬ 
current  Resolution)  46  create  a  per¬ 
manent  higher  education  trust  hind 
derived  from  gambling  taxes. 

SB  2299  provides  tuition  to  all 
needy,  qualified,  college-bound  state 
residents. 

SB  2354  establishes  a  Motivating 
Parents  and  Children  (MPAC)  pilot 
program  within  the  State  Department 
of  Education  for  the  purpose  of  mak¬ 
ing  grants  to  school  districts  that 
provide  parental  involvement  ser¬ 
vices  to  families  of  compulsory- 
school-age  children. 


iment  division  youth  sec 


tion,  which  sponsored  the  event. 

“This  may  well  be  the  last  gen¬ 
eration  God  calls  extensively  to 
take  the  good  news  to  all  nations,” 
said  Blackaby,  who  said  he 
believes  Jesus  will  return  before 
this  generation  of  young  people 
breathes  its  last  breath. 

“This  generation  that’s  living 
could  well  be  alive  when  the  Lord 
returns,  and  I’m  afraid  unless  we 
take  action  now.  they  will  be  just 
as  disoriented  to  the  second  com¬ 
ing  as  the  people  in  biblical  times 
were  to  the  first  coming.” 

Blackaby  said  the  entire  church 
body  —  not  just  the  youth  director 
—  is  responsible  for  equipping 
young  people  for  the  task  of  taking 
the  gospel  to  the  world. 

Youths  are  hungry  for  passion 
in  life,  he  said.  “Because  church 
leaders  have  lost  their  passion, 
youth  turn  to  rock  stars  and  music, 
a  medium  that  is  full  of  passion.” 

With  direction,  Blackaby  said, 
young  people  could  channel  their 
passion  into  God’s  work. 


Other 

SB  2240  revises  the  protection 
accorded  under  the  Good  Samaritan 
Statute. 

SB  2261  specifics  and  defines 
sexual  harassment  in  employment, 
training,  or  education  as  a  civil 
rights  violation,  and  provides  a  civil 
penalty. 


Senators  and  representatives 
can  be  reached  in  Jackson  during 
the  session:  Box  1018,  Jackson, 
MS  39215.  Telephone:  (601)  359- 
3770. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jack- 
son,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  968-3800,  or  (800)  748- 
1651. 

Jones  is  CAC  executive  direc¬ 
tor.  Holmes  is  CAC  consultant 
for  family  and  women’s  issues. 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  —  Henry  Blackaby  (left),  author  of  Experiencing 
God:  Knowing  and  Doing  the  Will  of  God  and  consultant  for  revival  and 
spiritual  awakening  for  the  Home  Mission,  Foreign  Mission,  and  Baptist 
Sunday  School  boards,  signs  autographs  for  a  Iona  line  of  conference 
participants  who  purchased  his  book.  About  2,000  young  people  and 
adult  leaders  attended  the  first  Experiencing  God  Youth  Celebration  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center,  Dec.  27-29.  From  right  are:  Craig 
Rickhart  and  Christine  Ford,  Parkview  Church,  Alexandria,  La.;  and  Joel 
Counce,  First  Church,  Boonevllle.  (Photo  by  Terri  Lackey) 


Family 

HB  650  provides  that  sexual 
abuse  of  any  child  shall  be  grounds 


Preserving  “truth  and  conviction...” 

Abstract  of  Principles  provides  theological  accountability 


By  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr. 


The  question  of  theological  account¬ 
ability  is  the  most  pressing  issue  before 
Southern  Baptists  as  they  relate  to  their 
seminaries.  All  other  issues  pale  in  signifi¬ 
cance  to  this:  Will  the  seminaries  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  truly  and 
eagerly  reflect  the  evangelical  faith,  doc¬ 
trine,  and  piety  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches? 

'Hie  question  is  hard- 
!y  new  to  this  denomina- 

1.  ®  'ion.  though  recent  con- 
troverstes  have  sounded 
alarm  bells  and  aroused 
•  >'  .  the  attention  of  the 

churches.  From  the 
onset.  Southern  Baptists 
were  properly  and 
Mohler  r  t  responsibly  concerned  to 
protect  the  theological 
integrity  of  their  seminaries. 

Southern  Baptists  did  not  hastily  enter 
the  field  of  seminary  education.  Indeed, 
the  establishment  of  the  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  1859  came  14  years  after  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Convention.  The  seminary 
came  into  existence  only  when  the  leading 
Baptist  statesmen  of  the  era  put  their  lives, 
fortunes,  and  reputations  on  the  line  for 
the  training  of  ministers.  From  the  onset,  it 
was  determined  that  Southern  Seminary 
would  be  a  confessional  institution  —  it 
would  hold  all  who  teach  accountable  to  a 
statement  of  faith  which  stipulated  the  the¬ 
ological  boundaries. 

The  place  of  confessions  in  history 

For  nearly  2,000  years,  Christians  have 
expressed  faith  and  doctrine  through  con¬ 
fessions  of  faith.  In  many  cases,  the  con¬ 
fession  or  creed  emerged  out  of  the 
defense  of  the  faith  against  heresy  and 
error,  The  be¬ 
lieving  church 
said  “no”  to  doc¬ 
trinal  error  and 
“yes”  to  the  truth 
of  the  gospel. 

As  one  mod¬ 
ern  theologian 
states,  confes¬ 
sions  are  “exer¬ 
cises  in  drawing 
boundaries”  as 
the  church  af¬ 
firms  its  best 
understanding  of 
biblical  truth  and 
defends  the  or¬ 
thodox  consen¬ 
sus  of  the 
church.  Baptist 
confessions  have 
emerged  from 
the  same  im¬ 
pulse,  and  des¬ 
pite  wishful  thinking  and  revisionism  from 
some  quarters.  Baptists  are  a  confessional 
people.  “The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message” 
is  perhaps  our  best-known  confession, 
adopted  in  1925  and  1963. 

The  renunciation  of  confessions 

Frank  Stagg.  who  taught  at  both  New 
Orleans  and  Southern  seminaries,  now 
decries  the  “bondage”  of  Baptist  confes- 
sionalism  (“Theological  institutions  and 
the  J.P  Boyce  legacy.”  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  Jan  5).  He  correctly  traced  the  roots 
of  Southern  Seminary’s  confession  to 
James  Petigru  Boyce,  the  towering 


founder  of  the  seminary,  who  made  the 
insistence  upon  theological  integrity 
absolutely  clear. 

In  framing  the  seminary’s  identity, 
Boyce  stipulated  that  the  seminary  must 
be  established  upon  clear  doctrinal  princi¬ 
ples.  Only  then  would  the  seminary 
receive  and  deserve  the  support  of  the. 
churches.  Thus,  fidelity  to  the  Abstract  of 
Principles  serves  as  the  contractual  obliga¬ 
tion  for  all  who  teach  at  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary.  It  is  a  condition  of  employment  that 
all  who  teach  here  do  so  “in  accordance 
with  and  not  contrary  to”  the  Abstract. 

The  roots  of  the  Abstract  of  Principles 

The  Abstract  is  rooted  in  historic  Bap¬ 
tist  confessions,  traced  from  London  to 
Philadelphia  to  Charleston.  It  is  a  summa¬ 
ry  of  biblical  truth  and  Baptist  conviction' 
It  remains  unchanged  since  the  founding 
of  the  school  in  1859.  It  was,  as  Boyce 
stated,  “based  upon  principles  and  prac¬ 
tices  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  the  usage  of  our  people.” 

Boyce  asserted  that  this  confessional 
requirement  was  no  burden  to  one  who 
would  teach  ministers  through  the  semi¬ 
nary.  “It  is  no  hardship  to  those  who  teach 
here  to  be  called  upon  to  sign  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  their  principles,”  he  insisted,  and 
those  who  saw  such  a  requirement  as  a 
burden  could  teach  elsewhere. 

Furthermore,  and  to  Stagg’s  consterna¬ 
tion,  Boyce  also  demanded  that  those  who 
sign  the  Abstract  do  so  without  condition 
or  reservation:  “No  difference,  however 
slight,  no  peculiar  sentiments,  however 
speculative  is  here  allowable.  His  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  standard  should  be  exact. 
His  declaration  of  it  should  be  based  upon 
no  mental  reservation,  upon  no  private 

understanding 
with  those  who 
immediately 
invest  him  in 
office;  but  the 
articles  to  be 
taught  being 
distinctively 
laid  down,  he 
should  be  able 
to  say  from  his 
knowledge  of 
the  Word  of 
God  that  he. 
knows  these 
articles  to  be  an 
exact  summary 
of  the  truth  laid 
down  therein.” 

Put  simply, 
this  means  that 
everyone  who 
signs  the  Ab¬ 
stract  is  volun¬ 
tarily  to  affirm  that  those  statements  are 
precisely  what  Scripture  teaches,  and  what 
he  or  she  will  teach.  There  may  be  no 
mental  reservation.  Should  the  teacher 
hesitate  or  be  in  any  way  reluctant,  he  or 
she  should  not  sign  the  document  nor 
teach  at  this  seminary. 

Amazingly,  Stagg  argued  that  this  has 
not  been  the  case  for  many  years.  In  his 
words,  “Through  most  of  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary’s  years,  professors  were  permitted  to 
sign  the  Abstract  of  Principles  as  they 
interpreted  it,  contrary  to  Boyce’s 
demand.”  Stagg  clearly  argues  that  this 
should  be  the  case  —  that  professors 
should  hold  the  Abstract  under  their  own 


judgment,  rather  than  to  hold  themselves 
to  the  Abstract  as  required  by  their  con¬ 
tract. 

Thus,  the  Abstract  is  reduced  to  a  bit  of 
theological  wishful  thinking.  The  profes¬ 
sor  is  free  to  “interpret”  the  Abstract 
according  to  his  or  her  preferences.  This  is 
theological 
doublespeak.  It 
is  a  dishonest 
perversion  of  a 
contractual 
pledge.  This  is 
an  act  of  con¬ 
summate  arro¬ 
gance.  It  is,  as 
even  a  child  can 
understand,  a 
lie.  To  sign  a 
confession 
.while  reinter¬ 
preting  its 
meaning  is  no 
different  than  a 
child  making  a 
promise  while 
crossing  fin¬ 
gers. 

We  should 
commend 
Stagg’s  honesty  in  making  his  case.  In  his 
written  works  and  in  his  classroom  lec¬ 
tures,  he  rejected  the  Abstract’s  clear 
statement  in  favor  of  his  own  doctrinal 
positions.  On  issues  ranging  from  the 
Trinity  to  the  nature  of  the  atonement, 
Stagg  reinteipreted  to  the  point  of  rever¬ 
sal.  He  discarded  the  classical  orthodox 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  as  outdated.  He  dis¬ 
missed  Christ’s  substitutionary  atonement 
as  cruel  and  bloody.  The  very  notion  of 
unconditional  election  was  dismissed  out 
of  hand.  The  faith  held  by  generations  of 
Southern  Baptists  —  the  faith  represented 
by  the  Abstract  of  Principles  —  was  repu¬ 
diated  in  favor  of  Stagg’s  own  system  of 
doctrine. 

Stagg  raises  the  cases  of  Crawford 
Howell  Toy  and  William  H.  Whitsitt  — 
but  he  does  not  come  close  to  telling  the 
whole  story.  Whitsitt  was  not  “forced  out" 
of  the  seminary  on  the  basis  of  the 
Abstract;  indeed,  he  was  a  defender  of  the 
confession.  The  issues  related  to  his  resig¬ 
nation  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Abstract. 

Toy,  on  the  other  hand,  is  perhaps  the 
clearest  example  of  why  the  Abstract  is 
necessary.  His  resignation  was  sought  in 
1879  when  it  was  determined  that  his  lib¬ 
eral  positions  on  the  nature  and  authority 
of  the  Bible  were  in  conflict  with  the 
Abstract’s  clear  assertion  of  biblical  inspi¬ 
ration.  As  President  John  R.  Sampey  noted 
many  years  later,  the  entire  faculty  stood 
together  in  painful  agreement  that  Toy 
must  go. 

Stagg  also  fails  to  mention  that  within 
just  a  few  weeks  of  Toy’s  departure,  Toy 
had  repudiated  the  Christian  faith  and 
joined  the  Unitarian  Church.  Stagg 
mourns  his  departure.  I  am  thankful  to 
God  that  the  seminary’s  trustees  and  facul¬ 
ty  were  unified  in  demanding  his  resigna¬ 
tion. 

“The  Seminary  Creed ” 

Our  founders  did  not  hesitate  to  stand 
upon  the  confessions"  they  adopted,  nor  to 
put  their  reputations  at  stake  in  their 
pledge.  They  were  not  intimidated  by 
those  who  accused  them  of  “creedalism,” 


and  they  published  the  Abstract  of  Princi¬ 
ples  under  the  title,  “The  Seminary 
Creed.” 

Stagg  seeks  to  confuse  the  issue  by 
injecting  Calvinism  and  the  role  of  women 
in  the  church.  The  Abstract  is  a  Reformed 
statement  of  Baptist  conviction.  It  testifies 

clearly  to  the 
sovereignty  of 
God  and  his  sav¬ 
ing  purpose.  It 
truthfully  reflects 
the  doctrinal 
convictions  of 
those  who  found¬ 
ed  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  This  was 
the  doctrinal  sub¬ 
stance  which 
launched  this 
great  missionary 
people.  For-that 
we  offer  no  apol¬ 
ogy.  These  con¬ 
victions  formed 
the  evangelical 
and  biblical 
grounding  for 
this  great  denom¬ 
ination  of  evangelistic  churches. 

The  Abstract  doe?  not  speak  to  the 
issue  of  women  in  the  church.  To  raise 
that  issue  in  this  context  was  an  attempt  to 
distract  attention  from  the  Abstract’s  clear 
demands  for  theological  accountability. 

Southern  Seminary  stands  behind  its 
commitment  to  the  highest  standards  of 
Christian  scholarship.  Stagg  evidently 
thinks  that  genuine  scholarship  and  theo¬ 
logical  accountability  are  incompatible. 
This  notion  is  an  insult  to  the  church,  and 
it  indicates  the  idolatry  of  the  secular  aca¬ 
demic  establishment  which  has  seduced 
generations  of  Southern  Baptist  intellectu¬ 
als. 

The  seminary  must  be  accountable 

True  Christian  scholarship  is  scholar¬ 
ship  in  defense  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel 
—  not  at  its  expense.  We  should  pay  heed 
to  the  admonition  of  the  apostle  Paul  that 
we  preach  and  teach  “no  other  gospel” 
than  that  preached  by  the  apostles  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Stagg  asserts  that  “Creeds  like  the 
Abstract  of  Principles  survive  only  by 
arbitrary  power.”  Perhaps  so,  but  not  in 
the  sense  Stagg  intends.  It  is  the  power  of 
the  churches  to  hold  their  institutions 
accountable.  On  the  other  hand,  theologi¬ 
cal  integrity  survives  only  by  personal  and 
institutional  loyalty  to  our  public  pledge  to 
teach  within  the  confession  We  voluntarily 
sign. 

Southern  Baptists  seeking  to  under¬ 
stand  the  last  15  years  of  controversy  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  should 
pay  close  heed  to  Stagg’s  article.  There 
are  few  threats  more  perilous  for  the  evan¬ 
gelical  church  than  theological  seminaries 
set  adrift  from  theological  accountability. 
By  God’s  grace  Southern  Baptists  must 
hold  their  institutions  and  those  who  teach 
therein  to  our  public  pledge  —  to  our  con¬ 
fessions  of  faith. 

Boyce- warned  almost  140  years  ago 
that  “a  crisis  in  Baptist  doctrine  is  evident¬ 
ly  approaching."  Little  did  he  know  how 
sadly  prophetic  was  his  vision. 

Mohler  is  president  of  Southern  Sem¬ 
inary,  Louisville,  Ky. 


To  sign  a  confession 
while  reinterpret¬ 
ing  its  meaning  is 
-  no  different  than  a  child 
making  a  promise 
while  crossing  fingers.” 
—  Albert  Mohler 


There  are  few  threats 
more  perilous  for 
the  evangelical 

church  than  theological 

>■-  - 

seminaries  set  adrift  from 
theological  accountability.” 

—  Albert  Mohler 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Grateful  for  renewal 


the  resurgence  of  the  Doctrines  of 
Grace  in  Southern  Baptist  life  is 
no  threat  to  our  mandate  to  preach 
Christ  at  home  and  around  the 
world.  [Kevin]  Waller’s  letter  of 
Dec.  22,  1994,  describes  the 
extreme  views  of  hyper-Calvinist 


theology.  Often  times  these  and  misinformation  in  our 
extreme  views  are  put  forth  in  an  churches. 

attempt  to  cause  hysteria.  Any  If  the  doctrines  of  Calvin  were 
misrepresentation  of  our  historical  such  a  threat  to  missions  and  evan- 
connections  as  Southern  Baptists  gelism,  then  why  is  it  that  so  many 

of  our  Southern  Baptist  fore¬ 
fathers  adopted  these  same  doc¬ 
trines  as  their  own.  Basil  Manly 
Sr.,  W.B.  Johnson  (first  president 
of  the  SBC),  R.B.C.  Howell  (sec¬ 
ond  president  of  the  SBC),  P.H. 
Mell,  J.P.  Boyce  (founder  and  first 
president  of  Southern  Seminary), 
B.H.  Carroll  (founder  and  presi- 


could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
Modem  missions  was  born  and 
bred  in  Calvinistic  doctrine.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  if  Calvinists  don't 
believe  in  missions,  someone  for¬ 
got  to  tell  that  wonderful  group  of 
Calvinists  who  met  in  Augusta, 
Ga.,  in  1845  to  form  our  Conven¬ 
tion.  Their  express  purpose  was 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel 
around  the  world. 

Terrell  Suggs 

Union 


Editor: 

As  a  Southern  Baptist  pastor 
and  a  five-point  Calvinist,  please 
allow  me  to  assure  my  fellow 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  that 
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Also  thankful 


Editor: 

How  thankful  I  am  to  be  a  part 
of  the  growing  number  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist. Calvinists.  I  applaud 
A1  Mohler,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary;  Timothy  George,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Beeson  School  of  Divinity; 
and  many  others  like  them  who 
are  contending  for  the  faith  by 
seeking  to  recover  the  doctrine  of 
free  and  sovereign  grace. 

Such  outstanding  men  as  W.B. 
■Johnson,  R.B.C.  Howell,  Richard 
Fuller  —  first,  second  and  third 

[(residents  of  the  SBC,  respective- 
y  —  were  strong  Calvinists.  J.P. 
Boyce,  founder  of  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary;  D.L.  Dagg,  John  Broadus, 
Basil  Manly  Jr.  and  Sr.,  E.C.  Dar- 
gan,  J.B.  Tidwell,  F.K.  Kerfoot, 
J.B.  Gambrell,  P.H.  Mell,  W.T. 
Conner,  and  many  other  giants  of 
our  past  were  outspoken  Calvin¬ 
ists.  Even  Lottie  Moon  is  included 
in  this  “great  cloud  of  witnesses." 
Other  Calvinistic  Baptists  who 
influenced  the  shaping  of  our 
Convention  were  Benjamin 
Keach,  John  Bunyan,  Matthew 
Henry,  Isaac  Backus,  John  New¬ 
ton,  Andrew  Fuller,  William 
Carey,  Luther  Rice,  Adoniram 
Judson,  and  C.H.  Spurgeon.  The 
list  could  go  on  and  on.  Only  a 
superficial  study  will  prove  my 
point. 

Whether  Calvinism  is  believed 
or  not,  Southern  Baptists  owe  it  an 
enormous  debt  of  gratitude.  We 
deeply  love  our  denomination  and 
find  it  extremely  ironic  and  hurtful 
when  we  are  treated  with  suspi¬ 
cion  and  even  declared  non-South¬ 
ern  Baptist  by  some. 

Many  say  [Calvinism]  kills 
missions  and  evangelism.  Nothing 


Darrell  Robinson 


Kenny  Digby 


Jim  Ponder 


J.  Gilman  McKee 


Ralph  Douglas  West 


B.J.  Jenkins 


On  protecting  killers 


Editor: 

►can’t  imagine  our  government 
protecting  the  nurses  and  doctors 
that  go  into  the  abortion  clinics 
and  kill  little  babies.  These  are 
poor  little  innocent  and  helpless 
babies  who  have  no  one  to  protect 
them.  How  can  these  professionals 
sleep  nights,  knowing  that  they  are 
murdering  God  s  little  children? 
Murder  is  murder,  no  matter  how 
you  look  at  it.  On  judgment  day 
God  will  take  care  of  all  this*.  You 
will  have  to  stand  before  God  and 
give  account  of  what  you  have 
done. 

.Montell  Crowson 

Cedar  Bluff 


J.  Garland  McKee 


R.O.  and  Angie  Stone 


The  Stone  Brothers 


—  ^ ^  -  The  Evangelism  Conference  is  for  pastors, 

■  T  T T  T/WA  staff,  evangelists,  and  lay  people.  Come  one, 
J[  C  t)  1  lUL/C#  come  all  to  receive  the  highest  degree 

i  -Jk  *  of  spiritual  inspiration  through  preaching 

"*  Share  Jesus  Now  mdmu^ 

*  Call  Garland  McKee  at  1-800-748-1651  for 

further  information. 

Select  your  lodging  in  Hattiesburg  among  many  good  choices.  Headquarters:  Holiday  Inn  on  Hwy.  49. 


—  ■  ■  ■■■ 

Just  for  the  Record 


Ashland  Church,  Ashland,  recently  held  its  Acteen 
Recognition  Service.  Pictured  from  left  are  Katie  Elliott, 
Queen,  and  Angela  Sprayberry,  Queen  with  Scepter. 

Mississippi  College  will  host  a  one-day  work¬ 
shop,  “Cognitive  Therapy  of  Depression:  Conceptual¬ 
ization  and  Treatment,”  Jan.  27,  from  9  a.m.-4  p.m., 
on  the  MC  campus  in  Clinton.  The  workshop  will  be 
led  by  David  A.  Clark  and  John  B.  Jolly,  and  is 
designed  for  counselors,  social  workers,  and  thera¬ 
pists.  Cost  is  $50,  or  $25  for  students.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  pre-register,  call  (601)  925-3263. 

Antioch  Church,  Pelahatchie,  will  observe  Bap¬ 
tist  Men’s  Day  and  High  Attendance  Day  on  Jan.  22. 
The  day  will  begin  with  a  men/boys  breakfast  at  8 
a  m.  Layman  Carl  Harrison  will  speak  at  11  a.m.  The 
men  will  share  their  testimonies  at  7  p.m.  Marion 
Spence  is  pastor. 

Basic  Conversational  English  Workshop  will  be 
held  at  the  Metro  (Hinds-Madison)  Association 


Staff  Changes 


Tom  Sumrall,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  New  Albany,  since  1981, 
has.  resigned  to  return  to  the  for- 
-4  eign  mission 
field.  His  last 
day  with  the 
church  was  Jan. 

15.  Before  going 
to  New  Albany, 
he  and  his  wife 
Jane  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  in 
Brasilia,  Brazil. 

They  will  now  Snmrall 
be  serve  with 

the  International  Service  Corps: 
When  not  on  assignment,  they  will 
reside  in  Hattiesburg. 

Billy  Guest  has  retired  as  pas- 
tojx>f  Corinth  Church  (Simp- 
ffon),  effective  December  1994.  He 
is  available  for  pulpit  supply, 
interim,  and  revivals.  Guest  can  be 
contacted  at  Rt.  2,  Box  139AA, 
Magee,  MS  39111  or  call  (601) 
849-9536. 

Mike  Powell  is  the  new  pastor 
of  Pachuta  Church,  Clarke  Asso¬ 
ciation. 


Custom  Church 
Interiors.  Inc. 


Grady  J.  Ross  has  accepted 
the  call  to  West  Gulfport 
Church,  Gulf  Coast  Association, 
as  pastor  effective  Nov.  6.  He 
attended 
William  Carey 
College.  Ross 
was  licensed  by 
Graceland 
Church,  Van- 
cleave,  and 
ordained  ,  by 
B  axterville 
Church,  Lum- 
berton.  He  pre-  R 
viously  served  Koss 
churches  in  Hattiesburg,  Lumber- 
ton,  Columbus,  and  Poplarville. 

Wiggins  Church,  Leake  Asso¬ 
ciation,  has  called  Lonnie  Myrick 
as  its  new  pastor. 


James  Blakely  of  Ridgeland 
has  been  called  as  interim  at  First 
Church,  Braxton,  Simpson 
County. 

Freeny  Church,  Leake  Associ¬ 
ation,  has  called  John  Adams  as 
its  pastor  effective  the  first  Sunday 
in  January. 


Gary  Rich¬ 
ardson  began 
his  ministry  as 
pastor  at  First 
Church,  West 
Point,  the  last 
Sunday  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Edge- 
water  Church, 
New  Orleans. 


Richardson 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  blind  ads. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1  294 

Jackson  MS  601-957-8844 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For  free 
estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825- 
1317,  statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 


First  Church,  Hazlehurst, 
marks  125th  anniversary 


office.  Cost  of  the  workshop  is  $18.75  and  advance 
reservations  are  necessary.  These  may  be  made  by 
contacting  Eddie  Hamilton,  director  of  missions, 
6530  Dogwood  Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39213.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601)  362-8676.  Dates  and  times  are  Feb.  17, 
6-9  p.m.;  Feb.  18,  8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m.;  Feb.  24,  6-9 
p.m.;  and  Feb.  25,  8:30  a.m.-2£0  p.m.  For  additional 
information  call  Martha  Stockstill,  (601)  366-6481  or 
Rene  Sugg,  982-0262. 

Union  Church  Church,  Union  Association,  will 
hold  a  dedication  service  for  its  church  building  at  2 
p.m.  on  Jan  29.  Tim  Hudson  is  pastor. 

-  The  President  Search  Committee  of  Midwest¬ 
ern  Seminary  is  now  receiving  recommendations 
and  resumes  for  the  office  of  president.  Recommen¬ 
dations  will  be  received  until  March  15.  All  corre¬ 
spondence  should  be  sent  to:  Search  Committee; 
Attention:  Chairman;  Midwestern  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary;  P.O.  Box  9868;  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80932. 

Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  will  host  a 
single  adult  conference,  “Becoming  a  Friend  and 
Lover,”  Jan,  27  from  7-9:30  p.m.  and  Jan.  28,  9  a.m.- 
3  p.m.  Dick  Purnell,  national  director  of  Single  Life 
Resources  in  Cary,  N.C.,  will  be  conference  leader. 
The  $20  fee  will  cover  materials  and  refreshments. 
For  more  information,  call  (601)  956-5000. 

Guy  Stricherz,  a  photographic  historian,  is  pro¬ 
ducing  a  book  and  traveling  exhibition,  Americans 
in  Kodachrome:  Photographic  Folk  Art,  1945- 
1965.  To  contribute  Mississippi  Kodachrome  slides, 
contact  him  at  23  Prince  Street,  New  York,  NY 
10012.  Telephone:  (212)  226-3399. 


First  Church,  Hazlehurst,  will 
celebrate  125  years  of  ministry 
during  the  month  of  February. 

Two  projects  of  importance 
have  been  planned:  a  pictorial 
church  directory,  and  a  125th 
anniversary  print  by  Sandra 
Deaton. 

February  worship  services  will 
focus  on  the  various  age  groups 
within  the  church  and  include 
something  about  the  ministry  of 
the  church  to  that  particular  group. 
Personal  testimonies,  music,  and 
messages  will  highlight  the  wor¬ 
ship  experiences. 


Sunday,  Feb.  26,  will  be  the 
closing  day  of  the  celebration. 
Worship  services  that  day  will 
begin  at  10:30  a.m.  Bill  Causey, 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
The  service  will  include  a  presen¬ 
tation  by  the  Historical  Commis¬ 
sion.  A  music  concert  featuring 
present  and  former  organists  and 
ministers  of  music  will  be  held  at 
2:30  p.m.  The  church  will  host  a 
reception  at  3:30  p.m.  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall.  Robert  M.  Hanvey  is 
pastor. 


Henry  pi^ks  6  parliamentarians 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  A 
team  of  six  parliamentarians  has 
been  selected  by  SBC  President 
Jim  Henry  to  assist  in  business 
sessions  of  the  SBC  in  Atlanta 
June  20-22. 

•Henry  did  not  designate  any  of 
his  six  selections  as  chief  parlia¬ 
mentarian. 

The  six  parliamentarians  select¬ 
ed  by  Henry  are:  John  Sullivan, 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Florida  Convention;  Lester  L. 
Cooper  Jr.,  pastor  of  Valley  Hill 
Church,  Riverdale,  Ga.;  Sanford 
W.  Peterson,  president  of  Sanford 


W.  Peterson,  Ph.D.,  Enterprises. 
Inc.;  Jimmy  E.  Jackson,  pastor  of 
Whitesburg  Church,  Huntsville. 
Ala.;  David  N.  Matlock.  parish 
juvenile  judge,  Shreveport,  La.; 
Joe  H.  Reynolds,  lawyer  and 
member  of  Second  Chijjch,  Hous¬ 
ton. 

__ 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists ” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Qr  MO  wood.  Minn.  3M30 


WOW  TRAINING 
WORKSHOP 

WOWTraining  is  13  weeks  of  personal  evangelism  training  for  youth  of all 
ages  and  their  leaders.  It  was  developed  by  the  Personal  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  to  prepare  youth  for  the  challenge 
of  Continuing  Witness  Training  (CWT).  The  WOW  training  workshop  is 
for  ministersofyouth  andyouth  Sunday  School  leaders.  The  training  is  being 
offered  in  a  few  select  places  in  the  United  Stales.  This  workshop  wi  II  certify 
participants  as  equippers  to  use  both  the  WOW  Event  and  WOW  Advance 
Training  materials.  Participants  must  attend  all  training  sessions  to  be 
certified.  WOW  advance  materials  can  be  ordered  only  by  a  certified 
equipper. 

Registration  fees  postmarked  14  days  before  the  workshop  are:  $28  per 
participant,  $10  for  spouse  sharing  materials,  $15  for  full-time  college  or 
seminary  students,  and  $65  forthree  to  six  people  from  the  same  church,  $  1 0 
for  each  additional  person.  Full  refund  of  registration  up  to  the  14-day 
deadline.  There  is  an  additional  $10  for  anyone  registering  at  the  door. 
Registration  fee  includes  all  materials.  It  does  not  include  travel,  food  or 
lodging  To  register,  send  this  ad  with  your  name,  address  and  telephone 
number.  Make  checks  payable  to  Home  Mission  Board  and  mail  to 
Youth  Evangelism  Office  •  WOW  Registration  •  906  S.  National 
Springfield,  MO  65804. 


February  17-18 
March  10-11 
March  17-18 
May  19-20 


Boonville,  MS 
Belle  Plane,  KS 

Dayton.  OH 
Mobile,  AL 


March  3-4 
March  10-11 
April  7-8 
November  3-4 


Tyler,  TX 
Pueblo,  OO 
Old  Spanish  Fort,  AL 
Middletown,  OH 


Address  _ 

City,  State,  Zip  _ 

Telephone  Number 


Bo*rA  SSC  -1150  Spring  Sow.  NW  •  Adana.  GA  MMT-MOI 


For  more  information,  call  Dean  Finley  or  Craig  Williams  at  417-862-1 1 1 1 


NOBTS  names  search  committee  members 


Jacqueline  Suzanne  Ard  grad 


ical  Seminary  arid  also  taught  at 
Northern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  Eastern  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Edward  D.  Johnson,  chairman 
of  the  trustees  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  the  presidential 
search  committee  for  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  to  replace  the  retiring  Lan¬ 
drum  P.  Leavell  II,  68. 

In  compliance  with  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  constitution  and  bylaws,' 
Johnson,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Ocala,  Fla.,  appointed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  11  members:  Morris  L. 


Anderson,  chairman,  pastor  of  Burk,  a  hospital  pharmacist 
First  Church,  Pigeon  Forge,  from  Russellville,  Ark.; 
Tenn.;  Fred  L.  Lowery,  vice  William  M.  Hamm  Jr.,  a  retired 
chairman,  pastor  of  First  mechanical  contractor  from 
Church,  Bossier  City,  La.;  C.  Shreveport,  La,;  James  E.  Davi- 
Glynn  Rhinehart,  secretary,  a  son,  owner  of  Davison  Petrole- 
staff  survey  engineer  for  um  Products  and  Davison 
Chevron  USA  Inc.  from  River  Transport,  Ruston,  La.;  Jess 
Ridge,  La.;  W.  Keith  Huffman,  Eddie  Gandy,  pastor  of  West- 
previous  trustee  chairman,  moreland  Church,  Huntington, 
director  of  missions  for.  Shoal  W.Va.;  Stephen  G.  Forfer,  xtu- 
Creek  Baptist  Association,  dent  representative,  from  New 
Neosho,  Mo.;  Johnson,  current  Orleans;  and  Billy  E.  Simmons, 
trustee  chairman;  Arnold  A.  faculty  representative,  professor 

of  New  Testament  and  Greek  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  since 
1976. 

_  '  Johnson  said  all  recommen- 

A  M  Vi  dations  should  be  sent  in  writ- 

mll?  WW  ing  to  Morris  L.  Anderson,  First 

Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  98. 
Pigeon  Forge,  TN  37868-0098. 


uated  from  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Fort  Worth,  during  com¬ 
mencement  ceremonies  Dec.  16. 

Her  hometown  is  Jayess.  The  semi¬ 
nary  inadvertently  left  Ard  s  name  Ron  Wyatt,  an  adventurer  who 
off  a  prior  list  of  graduates.  has  searched  for  Noah’s  Ark  and 

the  remains  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
William  T.  Sisk  and  Robert  rah,  will  speak  in  Jackson  Feb.  4 
W.  Andrews,  both  students  at  Mis-  and  in  Columbus  and  Tupelo  on 
sissippi  College,  have  been  award-  Feb.  5.  For  more  information,  call 
ed  scholarships  in  the  amount  of  (601)  857-5688. 

$500.  Since  1977,  when  the  pro¬ 
gram  began,  Hardy  Church,  Grena¬ 
da,  has  awarded  scholarships  to  22 
students  pursuing  an  education 
toward  Christian  service.  The 
William  R.  Moss  Memorial  Minis¬ 
terial  Scholarship  Fund  was  begun 
under  his  direction.  Scott  Moss  is 
the  present  chairman. 

MEMPHIS  (BP)  —  The  Broth¬ 
erhood  Commission  has  named 
Benjamin  “Ben”  F.  Kelley  Jr.  to 
its  newly-created  position  of  chief 
development  officer.  Kelley,  who  FORT  WORTH  (BP)  — 
began  his  assignment  Jan.  3,  will  Richard  T.  “Dick”  McCartney 
be  responsible  for  directing  the  retired  as  executive  vice  president 
agency’s  $10  million  “Opportunity  and  chief  operating  officer  of  the 
Now”  capital  campaign.  Radio  and  Television  Commission 

effective  Jan.  1.  Jack  Johnson, 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  RTVC  president,  said  McCartney 
Carl  F.H.  Henry,  often  acknowl-  will  continue  serving  the  Baptist 
edged  as  the  dean  of  American  agency  as  an  adviser  and  consul- 
evangelical  theologians,  has  been  tant. 
named  senior  research  professor  at 

Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  Thomas  Allen  of  Pearl  is  avail- 
A  leading  figure  in  American  evan-  able  for  bivocational  youth  min- 
gelicalism,  Henry  was  among  the  istry  positions.  A  member  of  First 
founding  faculty  of  Fuller  Theolog-  Church,  Jackson,  he  is  enrolled  at 

Wesley  College,  Florence.  Allen 
may  be  reached  at  3124  Eastland 
Dr.,  Pearl,  MS  39208;  telephone 
(601)932-8747. 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Jan 
Johnsonius,  former  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  to  Argentina,  has 
been  named  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions,  news  and  information  for 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth.  She  will  come  to  her  new 
position  in  early  February  after  a 
year  as  a  special  assignment  writer 
in  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
news  and  information  office  in 
Richmond,  Va. 


/  feel  left  out  by  my  friends,  to  compromise  and  the  other  is 
Sometimes  /  feel  I  have  an  ego  not.  How  can  we  work  this  out? 
problem  or  that  l  embarass  peo¬ 
ple  around  me.  What  is  my  real  If  one  partner  has  already 
problem?  made  up  his/her  mind,  a  solution 

agreeable  to  both  is  difficult. 
Maintaining  friendships  is  a  Talk  to  other  couples  with  similar 
delicate  matter  and  can  also  be  a  interests  to  find  out  where  they 
source  of  strength.  Have  you  attend  church.  The  partner  will- 
asked  your  friends  about  the  ing  to  compromise  can  attend  the 
“problem”  —  that  you  feel  left  denomination  of  the  other  part- 
out  and  think  that  you  embarass  ner,  making  notes  of  likes  and 
them?  Don’t  ask  all  your  friends;  dislikes.  Then,  the  willing  partner 
ask  one  or  two  friends  with  can  do  the  same  with  denomina- 
whom  you  feel  most  comfortable  tions  he/she  chooses,  making 
and  who  will  be  up  front  with  notes  of  likes  and  dislikes.  After 
you.  Most  people  have  some  the  list  is  completed,  present  the 
insecurity  when  relating  to  other  findings  to  the  uncompromising 
people.  We  all  have  an  image  of  partner  and  ask  what  he/she  is 
how  we  think  of  ourselves  and  looking  for  in  a  church.  You  can 
how  others  think  of  us.  The  key  attend  separate  churches  a  few 
word  is  “image.”  Often,  what  is  times  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
perceived  is  not  real,  but  percep-  show  both  of  you  exactly  where 
tion  can  be  r  ality  if  not  exam-  he  wants  you  serving  as  a  couple, 
ined  by  all  parties  involved.  Don’t  attack  or  belittle  the  other 
Friendships  can  grow  if  we  are  person’s  church  choices;  look  for 
honest  about  how  we  perceive  similar  features  that  attract  both 
ourselves  and  others.  Check  out  of  you.  Relationships  require 
your  feelings  to  see  if  you  are  work  and  time  to  determine  how 
correct,  and  get  input  from  others  each  partner  can  be  served  indi- 
that  will  help  you  understand  viduaily;  how  the  marriage  can 
what  is  really  going  on.  be  strengthened  corporately;  and 

—  most  importantly  —  what  God 
As  a  married  couple,  we  can-  is  saying  to  us.  By  all  means, 
not  agree  on  a  religious  denomi-  bathe  this  decision  in  constant 
nation  —  one  partner  is  willing  prayer. 


Services  were  held  Jan.  15,  at 
Military  Church,  Sumrall,  for 
Earnest  A.  Sanders,  63,  who  died 

A  native  of  Rose 

rai  been  a  resident 

K  of  Sumrall  since 

served  as  pastor 
W\  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
*31  Church.  Smith 
County;  Antioch 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Won  Winlrlo  stained  glass,  carpet. 
Vdll  Will  Kit;  steeples,  lighting 

Church  »  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


James  Sclater  and  Carol  Joy 
Sparkman,  members  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  music  faculty,  will 
present  a  free  recital  in  Aven  Fine 
Arts  Auditorium  on  the  MC  cam¬ 
pus,  Jan.  24  at  8:15  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  925-3440. 


Sanders  .  Kf  . 

Church,  Nesho¬ 
ba  County;  and  Antioch  Church  in 
Jasper  County.  He  went  to  Mili¬ 
tary  Church  in  1971  and  served 
that  church  until  his  retirement  in 
1989. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Katie  of  Sumrall;  two  sons, 
Thomas  of  Raleigh  and  Terry  »f 
Sumrall;  four  grandchildren;  two 
sisters,  Grace  Weaver  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  Ruby  Brown  of 
Meridian;  and  one  brother,  Lind¬ 
sey  Sanders  of  Bay  Springs. 


Brought  to  you  by  The  Travel  Club 
362-0045/1  -800-841  -8991 
January  28  —  10  am-6  pm 
Mississippi  Trademart 
1-55  A  High,  Jackson,  MS 


RANSON  SHOWS  A  SIGHTSEEING 


4  days  -  3  meals  -  Great  sightseeing  -  Many 
dates  -  $264 


EUREKA  SPRMG8  •  PASSION  PLAY 


Dennis  Byrd 
video  now 
available 


3  days  -  Great  Passion  Play,  Cruise,  Gardens, 
Pine  Mtn.  Jamboree-  Many  dates-  $165 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  F.O.  Box  330.  Jackson.  MS  39203-0330.  Flease  be  brief.  Name 
Is  not  required .  Rememben  In  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


DOLLYWOOD  &  SMOKIES 


4  days  -  8  shows  -  Best  sightseeing  •  3 
meals  -  Many  date6  -  $189 


CAJUN  COUNTRY  &  RIVER  ROAD 


2  days  -  Bayou  Country  Cruise  -  Nottoway 
Plantation  -  2  meals  -  $1 39 


Color  Brochures 
'95  Travel  Cavalcade 
Corporate  Travel  Guide 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  — 
“Rise  &  Walk:  The  Dennis  Byrd 
Story,"  an  original  award-winning 
film  starring  Peter  Berg,  which 
aired  on  Fox  Night  at  the  Movies 
last  season,  is  now  available  for 
rental.  It  is  being  released  by  Zon- 
dervan  Publishing  House. 

“We  are  excited  to  bring  this 
edited  and  expanded  version  of  the 
film  to  the  Christian  marketplace, ” 
says  Billy  Zeoli,  president,  Gospel 
Films.  “The  new  epilogue  features 
the  real  Dennis  Byrd  with  an 
update  on  his  recovery  and  a  clear 
testimony  of  what  Chiist  means  in 
his  life." 

For  rental  information,  contact 
Gospel  Films  at  (800)  253-0413. 


SAVANNAH  &  CHARLESTON 

May  20-26  6  other  dates  -  Myrtle  Beach 
Show  -  Islands  -  7  meals  -  $360 


July  21-30  -  10  days  -  Mackinac  Islar 
Wisconsin  Dells  -  House  On  Rock  -  $530 


•  Cruises  • 

•  Senior  Adult  Tours  • 

•  Honeymoon  Packages  • 

•  Escorted  Tours  • 

•  Vacation  Packages  • 

VISIT  Exhbitor  booths  —  CRUISE  Line 
lepresentatlves  —  VACATION  Specialists 


ULTMORE  ESTATE  &  DOLLYWOOD 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

1 4  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


CUSTOMIZED  tours  for  your  group  at 
LOWEST  prices  GUARANTEED) 


NEED  TO  CHARTER  A  BUS?  FEW  DAYS- 
FEW  WEEKS  -  17/25/42/ Luxury  47  *  58  pas¬ 
sengers.  For  lowest  quotes,  call  BIB  Love. 


Clip  &  Bring  With  You  -  January  28 
•95  TRAVEL  EXPO 
Mississippi  Trademart.  Jackson 
ADMIT  FREE 


and  4  guests 


Uniform 

Challenged  to  hear 

By  Greg  Potts 
Matthew  17 


The  transfiguration  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  yet  mys¬ 
terious  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  It  more  than  likely  took 
place  on  Mt.  Hermon  which  is  not  far  from  Caesarea  Philip¬ 
pi.  What  was  the  purpose  of  it? 

It  is  possible  that  it  was  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  our 
Lord.  Luke  tells  us  in  his  parallel  account  of  the  story,  “And 
some  eight  days  after  these  sayings,  it  came  about  that  he 
look  along  Peter  and  John  and  James,  and  werifiip  to  the 
mountain  to  pray”  (Luke  9:28).  Why  was  Jesus  praying?  It 
could  be  that  he  was  praying  that  God  would  reveal  to  his 
disciples  that  he  was  indeed  the  Son  of  God  and  reveal  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  his  mission. 

What  do  we  learn  from  this  text? 

The  deity  of  Christ  (vv.  1-2).  The  verb  that  is  translated 
“transfigured”  is  the  verb  from  which  our  word  “metamor¬ 
phosis”  is  derived.  The  word  means  “the  act  of  giving  out¬ 
ward  expression  to  one’s  inward  character.”  Due  to  his  inner 
character,  the  disciples  saw  the  deity  of  Christ.  The  light  did 
not  shine  upon  Jesus  from  without,  but  it  was  his  deity 
expressing  itself  from  within. 

In  Bible  times,  God  often  used  miraculous  means  to  con¬ 
vince  people.  Jesus  used  miracles  to  convince  people  that  he 
was  the  Son  of  God.  In  the  book  of  Acts,  God  often  used 
miracles  to  prove  to  the  church  that  others  could  receive  the 
gospel.  Through  the  transfiguration,  God  revealed  to  the  dis¬ 
ciples  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God. 

However,  we  must  be  careful  today  that  we  do  not  ask 
God  to  perform  miracles.  God  can  still  do  it  but  he  doesn’t 
have  to.  Everything  man  needs  to  be  saved  is  found  in  the 
Word  of  God. 

The  guests  of  the  Lord  (v.  3).  Moses  and  Elijah  talked 
with  the  Lord.  Moses  was  the  supreme  law-giver,  while  Eli¬ 
jah  was  the  fust  and  greatest  of  the  prophets.  Moses  repre¬ 
sented  the  law  and  Elijah  represented  the  prophets. 

The  purpose  of  their  visit  with  the  Lord  was  to  verify  that 
Jesus  was  indeed  the  Messiah.  Their  presence  remjnded  the 
disciples  that  the  law  and  the  prophets  had  foretold  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Jesus. 

This  reminds  us  that  God’s  Word  is  true.  Whatever  God’s 
Word  says  will  happen  in  time.  The  law  and  the  prophets 
had  foretold  the  coining  of  the  Messiah.  Moses’  and  Elijah’s 
presence  verified  that. 

Is  there  a  particular  Bible  promise  you  are  experiencing 
difficulty  believing  or  applying?  You  do  not  need  to  doubt  it 

—  God’s  Word  is  true. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  (w.  5-8).  I  can  identify  with  Peter 

—  I  normally  want  to  say  something  when  I  need  to  be 
quiet!  Maybe  you  are  like  that  —  you  tend  to  speak  or  act 
impulsively  and  often  wish  you  had  been  quiet  There  are 
many  times  when  we  do  not  need  to  say  anything.  We  just 
need  to  listen  to  God. 

This  was  one  of  those  times  and  Peter  blew  it!  But  a 
voice  came  from  heaven  informing  Peter  to  listen  to  God!  Is 
there  some  decision  with  which  you  are  struggling?  Are  you 
talking  to  the  Lord  about  it?  Are  you  seeking  his  will?  If  not 
you  should  be.  Spend  time  in  God’s  Word  and  in  prayer  and 
God  will  lead  you.  He  may  not  speak  to  you  audibly  but  he 
will  guide  you  in  bis  own  way. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  God  often  speaks  to  me 
through  what  I  call  “gentle  nudges.”  Occasionally,  the  Lord 
will  place  a  thought  on  my  heart  or  mind.  I  believe  that  is  the 
gentle  nudging  of  the  Lord.  Are  you  listening  for  the  Lord? 

The  instruction  of  the  Lord  (w.  10-12).  The  disciples 
were  confused.  They  had  been  taught  that  Elijah  would 
come  and  then  the  Messiah  would  come  (Mai.  4:5-6).  Jesus 
told  them  that  had  happened  with  John  the  Baptist  (repre¬ 
senting  Elijah)  and  was  followed  by  Christ’s  birth. 

Many  attempt  to  pick  the  Bible  apart  looking  for  errors, 
but  the  Bible  is  true.  If  we  live  our  fives  according  to  the 
teaching  of  Scripture,  we  will  not  go  wrong.  We  can  trust 
the  Word  of  God. 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  God  gave  us  two  ears  and  one 
mouth,  which  indicates  God  expects  us  to  listen  twice  as 
much  as  we  talk.  We  need  to  listen  to  the  Lord.  Make  a 
point  to  listen  to  the  Lord  in  your  daily  devotional  time  this 
week. 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Vandeave. 


Bible  Book 

Jeremiah’s  call,  prophecies 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 
Jeremiah  1-6 


Jeremiah,  the  young  priest  of  Anathoth,  received  a 
call  from  God  and  apparently  responded  in  a  typically 
human  manner.  In  essence,  God  said,  “Don’t  come  to  me 
whining,  you  will  go  where  I  tell  you  and  you  will  say 
what  I  tell  you  to  say.”  God’s  omniscience  and  omnipo¬ 
tence  were  demonstrated  in  his  call  of  Jeremiah.  The 
young  man  was  then  made  aware  of  God’s  knowledge. 
God  said,  “I  knew  you.”  When  did  God  know  that  young 
man?  God  knew  him  before  he  was  ever  formed  in  his 
mother’s  womb.  God  also  sanctified  him  and  ordained 
him  as  a  prophet  before  he  was  ever  bom. 

Jeremiah  was  going  to  face  great  hardships;  thus,  God 
promised  that  he  would  deliver  Jeremiah  out  of  the  midst 
of  trouble  and  turmoil.  This  very  decisive  act  set  Jeremi¬ 
ah  apart  and  appointed  him  as  the  spokesman  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  Father.  This  young  man  was  given  authority  to  speak 
with  the  voice  of  God.  He  was  told  to  set  the  destruction 
and  gloom  before  his  people,  but  also  to  reveal  that  the 
prophecy  would  end  with  hope  and  joy  (1:4-10). 

In  Chapter  3,  God  called  his  faithless  sons,  and  they 
answered  the  call  by  confessing  their  sins.  Then  in 
Chapter  4,  God  set  forth  conditions  of  repentance.  They 
were: 

1)  To  come  back  to  God; 

'  2)  To  remove  the  abominations;  and 

3)  To  demonstrate  steadfastness. 

God  told  his  people  to  swear  by  him  and  meet  his 
conditions,  then  other  nations  would  benefit  from  their 
beliefs  and  behaviors. 

As  God  continued  with  the  Hebrews,  he  spoke  to 
Judah,  including  Jerusalem.  Even  though  he  was  speak¬ 
ing  to  city  dwellers,  he  told  them  to  break  up  the  unfilled 
ground  and  root  out  the  thorns.  Repentance  must  never 
be  superficial.  It  must  involve  the  depths  of  one’s  being. 
Every  crack,  crevice,  and  cranny  of  the  heart  must  be 
plowed,  turned,  and  finally  circumcised.  Nothing  must 
be  left  of  the  old.  A  totally  new  heart  must  be  dedicated 
to  the  holy  God  for  his  use.  Only  this  radical  change  can 
make  one  acceptable  unto  God  (4:1-4). 

God  called  upon  his  people  to  seek  ancient  paths  on 
which  to  walk  (6:16).  He  used  a  principle  set  forth  in 
Deuteronomy  32:7  —  follow  the  way  of  our  fathers. 
They,  however,  refused  the  way  of  the  ancient  paths. 

That  universal  principle  is  as  applicable  today  as  it  was 
in  the  lands  of  the  ancient  Hebrews.  That  principle  was 
reinforced  over  and  over  in  the  New  Testament: 

Matthew  11:29,  John  14:6,  and  Acts  9:2. 

The  Hebrews  continued  to  rebel  against  God.  The 
roads  they  chose  filled  their  houses  with  deceit;  and  as  a 
result  of  their  dishonesty,  they  lived  in  sinful  prosperity 
(5:27).  What  Israel  had  come  to  consider  normal  was  an 
abomination  to  God.  That  principle  of  choosing  ancient 
roads  was  filled  with  goodness  and  abundant  mercies  of 
God.  That  same  principle  brought  forward  to  the  New 
Testament  states  in  John  14:6,  **...  I  am  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life;  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but 
by  me.”  Again  in  John  10:9,  “I  am  the  door,  by  Me,  if 
any  man  enter  he  shall  be  saved....” 

Though  God  offered  over  and  over  a  life  that  would 
ultimately  result  jn  comfort  and  ease,  the  Hebrews  treat¬ 
ed  the  prophets  as  if  they  were  the  problems  and  not  the 
ones  delivering  the  solutions. 

God  still  speaks!  He  issues  warnings  constantly 
through  his  Word  and  through  examples  of  other  nations 
that  have  fallen.  Characteristics  of  other  fallen  nations 
show  how  they  devalued  human  life  and  had  no  recog¬ 
nizable  moral  standard.  What  is  abominable  to  God  had 
become  their  norm.  Has  it  become  America’s  also? 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Louisville. 


Life  and  Work 

Investigate  the  message 


By  Michael  Johnson 
Mark  2 


Imagine  for  a  moment  that  you  are  visiting  the  United 
States  for  the  first  time  and  you  want  to  learn  something 
about  American  lifestyles.  Take  a  few  moments  and  flip 
through  a  magazine  and  a  newspaper.  Pay  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  advertisements  which  claim  to  solve  a  particular 
problem  or  add  zest  to  life.  What  conclusions  might  be 
drawn  from  this  brief  survey  regarding  American  values 
and  lifestyles?  „ 

Just  as  Jesus  shook  the  foundations  of  Jewish  culture 
with  his  message,  that  same  message  stands  in  stark  con¬ 
trast  to  today’s  Madison  Avenue  messages  of  materialism 
and  self-satisfaction. 

The  gospel  of  Mark  encourages  us  to  discover  and  apply 
God’s  important  message  to  our  lives.  t 

Follow  Jesus.  The  Jews  despised  the  publicans  —  Jews 
who  had  agreed  to  collect  Roman  taxes  from  the  Jewish 
people  on  a  commission  basis.  As  far  as  the  pious  Jews 
were  concerned,  a  publican  was  no  better  than  Esau  whtf 
had  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  porridge.  Yet  it  was 
Levi,  son  of  Alphaeus  (commonly  known  as  Matthew), 
who  was  called  by  Jesus  to  be  one  of  his  disciples  (v.  14). 

It  is  important  to  note  that  Matthew’s  decision  was  a 
monumental  one.  By  leaving  his  tax  collector’s  job  he  had 
put  himself  out  of  his  job  forever;  he  would  never  get  it 
back  again. 

The  message  of  Jesus,  when  embraced,  changes  one’s 
life.  How  has  your  life  changed  since  you  decided  to  follow 
Christ? 

Invite  sinners.  Why  would  Jesus  call  this  man  to  be  a 
disciple?  Why  would  Jesus  even  associate  with  such  peo¬ 
ple?  These  are  the  questions  running  through  the  Pharisees’ 
minds  as  the  scene  in  verses  15-17  unfolds.  Matthew  hosts 
a  dinner  where  other  “tax  collectors  and  sinners”  were 
invited  to  mark  his  decision  of  leaving  the  tax  collecting 
and  beginning  the  soul  winning  business.The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  Jesus  is  always  found  with  the  outcasts  of 
society.  Jesus  sees  beyond  the  current  status  of  an  individ¬ 
ual  and  sees  the  potential  for  spiritual  growth  and  greatness. 

Jesus  also  responds  directly  to  the  Pharisees  by  indicat¬ 
ing  that  a  doctor  goes  where  he  is  needed.  In  other  words 
Jesus  could  not  do  anything  for  one  who  thinks  himself  so 
good  that  he  does  not  need  anything  done  for  him.  The 
Pharisees  were  so  caught  up  in  a  self-righteous  attitude  that 
they  were  spiritually  blinded  to  their  own  need.  Is  there 
something  in  your  life  causing  spiritual  blindness? 

Celebrate  Jesus’  presence.  Fasting  is  a  legitimate  spiri¬ 
tual  discipline.  It  is  a  natural  outcome  of  prayer  and  spiritu¬ 
al  growth.  The  Pharisees,  however;  had  turned  the  biblical 
admonition  to  fast  once  a  year  (Day  of  Atonement)  into  a 
ritual  to  be  observed  twice  a  week.  While  fasting  was  to  be 
seen  as  an  outgrowth  of  joyous  fellowship  with  God,  it  had 
become  institutionalized  into  a  meaningless  activity. 

Allowances  were  made,  however,  for  special  events 
such  as  weddings.  Fasting  rules  were  abandoned  and  a  time 
of  joyous  feasting  followed.  Life  with  Christ  is  a  joyous 
adventure  to  be  enjoyed  every  day. 

Experience  a  new  freedotit.  The  joy  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  which  is  being  portrayed  through  Jesus’  teachings  was 
the  kind  of  joy  that  the  Pharisees  bad  lost  The  Pharisees 
had  become  spiritually  neurotic,  never  able  to  live  up  to 
their  unrealistic  spiritual  expectations. 

Our  religious  lifestyle  should  be  characterized  by  joy. 

We  often  tike  ourselves  too  seriously.  The  gospel  offers  us 
new  perspectives,  new  opportunities,  and  new  ways  of 
telling  the  good  news.  Jesus’  message  offers  us  a  better 
kind  of  life  if  we  are  willing  to  abandon  the  old  way  of  life 
and  embrace  the  new. 

Johnson  is  associate  professor  of  Christian  education 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 
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There  is  an  immediate  need  for  mature,  Christian  cou¬ 
ples  and  singles  to  serve  as  Child  Care  Workers  to  serve 
alongside  these  ladies.  Applicants  must  be  in  g6od  physi¬ 
cal  and  emotional  health,  prepared  to  accept  a  24-hour 
per  day  residential  assignment  with  children. 

*  No  previous  experience  required  — 

We  will  train  you 

*  Adequate  cash  salary; 

Room/Board  furnished 

*  Excellent  Insurance  and  Retirement 

*  Interesting  opportunity  for 

Vocational  Christian  service 

For  Further  Details  Contact: 

Peggy  Taylor 
(601)  922-2242 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
EOE 


Chaplain  Chip  Price  (above)  captivates 
Village  young  people  (left)  with  a  beautiful 
Christmas  message  in  the  midst  of  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  the  season. 


For  the  third  consecutive  year  Southern  Farm  Bureau  (above)  has  generously  pro¬ 
vided  a  wonderful  Christmas  party  for  young  people  on  our  India  Nunnery  Campus. 
Employees  work  together  to  prepare  stockings  and  gifts  for  Santa  to  deliver  to  each  child 
while  they  are  enjoying  a  festive  holiday  spread  of  Christmas  goodies. 


♦a.  m 


Child  Care  Workers  Prepare  for  Workshop 


(Left  to  Right)  Mamie  Sims,  Mary  Posey,  and  Clara  Stephens 
are  all  Child  Care  Workers  on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  and 
receive  training  to  help  them  better  minister  to  and  care  for  young 
people  in  their  care. 


Numerous  individuals  and  groups  made  Christmas  1 994  a  special  time  in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren  on  each  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  campuses.  Only  the  faces  and  hearts  of 
delighted  children  of  all  ages  can  truly  tell  the  story  of  the  love  and  thankfulness  that  was  felt 
around  the  state.  Only  a  few  are  represented  here.  Many  thanks  to  each  of  you  who  remem¬ 
bered  your  Village  family  in  this  way. 


VILLAGE  VIEW  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


'BaptUt  QkiUrtns  ‘ViUag, 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


ACCREDfTED 

council «  ACOUHTATKM  OF 

KRV1CM  FOR  f UMJEI  MD 

CMUWBIMC 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


I  ft 


A.B.A.T.E.  of  Mississippi  (above)  continues  their  annual  tradi¬ 
tion  of  generously  providing  Christmas  for  Village  young  people. 
Visiting  with  A.B.A.T.E.  members  and  seeing  their  motorcycles 
seems  to  be  as  much  a  treat  as  the  gifts  themselves.  Thank  you 
A.B.A.T.E.  for  your  time  and  thoughtfulness. 


SEPT.  1, 1994- 
SEPT.  30, 1994 

MEMORIALS 

Harold  Slay 
Mr.  AMn.B.L  Harim 
Mr.  Harry  Lewis,  Sr.  Speights 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Lao  Leake 
Allen  W.  Spencer 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  William  H.  Cole 
Mr.  James  Stafford 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Lao  Leake . 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Stanford  Jr 
Ma.  Loramahe  M.  Henry 
Lamar  Life  Insurance  Company 
MS  Power  Co  “Power  Outages” 
Retiree  Club 
Mary  SS,  TOC,  Gulfport 
Ma.  MarjoC.  McManus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everest  Scone 
Mr.  A  Mr.  Williun  L  Hay. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  B.  Hill 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Clueoce  Barlow 

Mr.  A  Mn.  H.  P.  McCmn 

Mr.  A  Mn.  CblFonl  R.  Smith 

Mn.  Jean  Talbert 

Mn.  Elate  D.  Fad 

Mr.  Robatf  V.  Chamber. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Greg  Cooper 


Mr.  Ban  Simmon*  Jr. 

Ma.  Ann  G.  Stanford 
Mn.  Geraldine  P.  Bader 
Rev.  Caley  Stegal 

Mr.  Cecil  Clark 
Mr.  D.  A.  Hut  Sr. 

Mr.  Pred  Stewart 
Mn.  Opal  H.  Green 
Mrs.  Katie  Stria  gfailow 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Coward  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Robert  Bradford 
Mattie  Tackett  * 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Em\  Piomm 
Mn  Tardy 

Mr.  AMn.  J.  M.  Nipper  - 

Mr.  Charlie  Ihorneil 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oua  Evan. 
Mr.W.D.  Tlgrett 
Mia.  Eariine  Wood. 

Mr.  Jamaa  Tomlinson 
Mn.  Don  V.  Schilling 
Mr.  Uoyd  Tonritnaon 
Mn  .  Marie  Hall 
Mr.  AMn. Cm*  Woo* 
Eugene  Shirley  Trtbbie 
Mn.  Robert  G  Parker 
Mr.  E.S.  Tribble 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  T.  Wart 
Mr.  Refland  &  Tucker 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Robert  Ulm 

Pascagoula  School  District, 


Mr.  AMn.  MikelC.  Ousa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  S.  Hewes  Jr. 

Mr.AMn.San  Lame 

Mn.  Bdwatd  C.  Los  Karp 

Mr.  David  Los  Kamp 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  Scarborough 


Mr.  Way  men  A.  Vance 
Mr.  A  Mr..  Ronnie  G  Beck 
Mr.  A  Mn.  War  Jackson  A  Wnd.  Jr. 
Catharine  AILS.  Vaughn,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 


Mary  Evelyn  Vincent 
Mrs.  E  E  Freeman 
Mrs.  Alberta  Kotnegay 
Mrs.  1.  W.  Sadler 
Paul  Waldrop 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Was  Bryant 
Mr.  GW.  Walker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Derwood  Strain 
Mr.  J.  W.  Walker 
Ma.  Julia  Mullm* 

Katherine  Lucille  Wall 
Mr.  AMn.O.C.  Weekley 
Mr.  Fred  Lae  WaMey 
Mr*  A  Mn.  Henry  N.  Steven* 

Mr.  Lamar  Walter* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Duett 
Mrs.  Gstsy  Walters 
Mias  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Alik  Elizabeth  Ward 
Senior  Adult  SS,  Alexander 
Memorial  BC,  Hotlmdak 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E  Sendidge 
Mr.  Thomas  Ward 
Mn.  Fannie  Peeples 
Mr.  W.  J.  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  Lerraine  Ward 
Eioise  Cross  ley  SS,  FBC,  Columbus 
Eugene  Wmn 
Fox  worth.  Shepard  A  Berry.  P.A. 

-  Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E  Clark 
Mr.  AMn  WardG  Stakes 
Mrs.  Janette  Warren 
Ma.  Mamie  Herrington 
Colbert  Foundrtion 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Norman  Fountain 
Mr.  A  Mn  Fred  L  Gaddis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Deknan  Murry 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Tad  lock 


Mn.  W.  B  Wall 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Melvin  Gilmore 

Mr.  Warren 

Dr.  A  Mr*.  Chester  Master  ton 
Mr.  Eugene  Warren 
Ms.  Ethel  Bourne 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Leo  Leake 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Balfour  M.  Lipscomb 
Mother  of  Bill  and  J.  D.  Webb 
Women**  SS,  Midway  BC.  Meridian 
Mrs.  Richard  Wefaeter  Sr 
Mn  Jean  Harding 
Mrs.  Richard  Webstar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Seymour  Dulaney 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Webster 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alton  L.  Field. 

Mrs.  Venfte  Wllchlre 
Mn.  Anita  S.  William. 

Hank  WUklneoo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Prank  Singleton 
Helen  Wiliams 
Mn.  Clinton  U.  Collins 
Minnie  P.  William* 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dale  C.  Power. 

Mr.  Darts  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  M.  Smiley 
Mr.  Davis  Williams  Sr. 

Rrat  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  W.  Dean 
Mrs.  Helen  Bleckrten  William. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lyk  Corey  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ottia  Crocker  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Franklin 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Wood* 

M*.  France*  D.  McMaster 
Mn.  Walter  Gamer  Sr. 

Mrs.  Joe  B.  (Helen)  Willems 
Ms.  Luctlk  Latta 
Mr.  Bob  Wilson 
Koloia  Sprmgs  BC.  Caideonia 
Mn.  Floyd  Griffin 
Mr.  Houston  Whdov 
Mr.  A  Mn.  D.  &  Bowering 
Mr.  BUI  Withers 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E  L  Bennett  Jr. 
Maurice  E.  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leroy  Thom** 
Southwest  Community  College 
Mr.  Harmaa  Yarbcr 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Junes  W.  Lewi* 


(to  be  continued) 


Christmas  Flashback 
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Israeli  Jews  increasingly  accepting  Christ  as  Savior 


"lews  aren’t  a  hidden  people  —  they’re  a  people  in  hiding,”  he 
said.  “They  have  avoided  having  contact  with  the  gospel.” 

Sibley,  from  Dallas,  first  encountered  Jews  in  south  Florida,  where 
be  was  a  pastor  for  eight  years,  bat  had  limited  contacts  with  them. 
Yet  from  the  age  of  14  he  bad  felt  a  spiritual  call  to  share  the  gospel 
with  them. 

“It  became  a  real  passion  and  a  real  burden,”  be  recalled. 

Scripture  gave  him  a  love  for  Israel  and  a  burden  for  the  Jewish 
people.  He  and  his  wife  Kathy  have  represented  Southern  Baptists  in 
Israel  the  past  12  years.  In  recent  years  Sibley  has  worked  with  a 
Messianic  Jewish  congregation  in  the  Tel  Aviv  area. 

Jewish  believers  (Christians)  in  Israel  refer  to  themselves  as  “Mes¬ 
sianic  Jews,”  to  indicate  people  who  have  a  Jewish  background  but 
have  trusted  Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal  Savior  —  generally  with¬ 
out  following  the  traditions  of  rabbinical  Judaism. 

Linking  the  terms  “Jewish”  and  “believer”  bothers  some  people, 
but  not  Sibley. 

“When  a  Mexican  believes  in  Jesus,  he’s  a  Mexican  believer. 
When  a  man  from  China  believes  in  Jesus,  he’s  a  Chinese  believer. 
So,  whe n  a  Jew  believes  in  Jesus,  why  shouldn’t  he  be  a  Jewish 
believer?” 

Southern  Baptists  have  had  workers  in  Israel  since  before  the  mod¬ 
em  state  was  founded  in  1948,  but  Sibley  sees  reluctance  among 
some  Southern  Baptists  and  other  Christians  to  give  Jewish  evange¬ 
lism  a  high  profile. 

Sibley  counters  those  who  say  Jews  don’t  need  Jesus  because  of 
God’s  covenant  with  Abraham.  He  contends  that  Acts  4:12  and  John 
8:56,  among  many  other  New  Testament  verses,  make  it  abundantly 
clear  that  salvation  for  the  Jewish  people  depends  on  a  faith  relation- 


A  JOYFUL  NOISE  —  Under  the  watchful  eyes  of  Israeli  police  snipers 
on  rooftops,  Messianic  Jews  dance  and  sing  their  way  along  in  the  Jeru¬ 
salem  March,  an  annual  parade  through  West  Jerusalem.  More  than  200 
Jewish  believers  who  accept  Christ  as  the  Messiah  took  part  in  the  recent 
parade  with  some  20,000  Jews  from  around  the  world.  It  is  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Jewish  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  Messianic  Jews  have  taken 

lars  as  their  numbers  —  and  evangelis- 
essianic  Jews  in  Israel  now  number 


support  during  iyys,  specifically  tic  fervor 

for  Jewish  evangelism.  between  3,000  and  6,000.  Their  continued  growth  will  bring  a  new  twist  to 

Messiamc  Jews  say  they  num-  Israel’s  complex  religious  and  political  scene.  (BP  photos  by  Don  Rut- 

bered  perhaps  200  in  Israel  25  ledge)  '  r  3  * 

years  ago  —  and  they  kept  a  low  .  *-  • 

profile.  Now  they  routinely  hold  gospel  message  more  appealing  to  policemen, 
evangelistic  crusades  in  which  other  Jews.  Also,  many  of  the  con-  Oddly,  the  scene  mirrors  Israel 
they  distribute  tracts  and  share  gregations  are  charismatic,  today.  An  estimated  80%  of  the 

their  faith  with  passers-by,  result-  although  there  are  signs  some  may  population  shuns  Jewish  Ortho- 

ingjn  consistent  growth.  be  moving  away  from  that. 

One  modem  phenomenon  mak¬ 
ing  more  Jews  receptive  to  the 
gospel:  a  new  custom  of  Jewish 
citizens  traveling  overseas  when 
they  complete  their  terms  of  mili¬ 
tary  service.  As  they  travel  in 
Christian  lands,  many  hear  the 
gospel  for  the  first  time,  and  in  a 
more  relaxed  atmosphere  than  deviahoa 
possible  in  Israel 

Some  of  die  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Russian  Jews  who  have 
arrived  in  Israel  in  recent  years 
also  believe  in  Christ.  They  can  be 
found  in  congregations  throughout 
Israel.  Increasing  numbers  of  them 
have  sought  baptism. 

During  the  Jerusalem  March  — 
a  major  parade  held  in  the  heavily 
Jewish  western  part  of  the  city  last 

September  —  some  200  Messianic  _ 

Jews  inarched  amidst  20,000  Jews  language,  international 
from  wound  the  world.  The  annual 
observance,  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Jewish  Feast  of  Taberna¬ 
cles,  has  more  to  do  with  civic 
pride  than  religion,  since  many 
marchers  are  sponsored  by  local 
corporations. 

But  the  Messianic  Jewish  group 
was  extremely  conspicuous  as 
they  marched  along  Jaffa  Road 
with  banners,  T-shirts  emblazoned 
with  their  name  and  gospel  mes¬ 
sages.  Led  by  women  wearing 
brightly  spangled  costumes,  they 
carried  loudspeakers  broadcasting 
Christian  music. 

Most  of  the  parade  watchers 
paid  them  no  more  attention 
than  other  marching  groups.  But 
in  several  locations  Orthodox 
Jews,  clearly  upset  that  the  Mes¬ 
sianic  Jews  were  there,  shouted 
angrily.  Some  approached  the 
marchers  with  hands  raised  as  if 
to  strike  out,  but  were  calmed  by 


and  actively  religious.  <  vJlih  Qttist,  too. 

But  just  as  militant  Muslims 

persecute  Christian  believers  - — 

among  the  Arabs,  Orthodox  Jews  week  with  church  leaders, 
can  be  a  fearsome  force,  dedicated  .  Aggressive  evangelism  efforts 
to  rooting  out  Jewish  Christianity,  directed  at  the  Russian  immigrants 
which  they  abhor  as  a  heretical  likely  would  draw  the  ire  of  both 
deviatioa  •-  Orthodox  Jews  and  the  Israeli 

When  Narkis  Street  Baptist  government. 

Congregation  in  Jerusalem  held  an  “Narkis  Street  isn’t  reaching 
open  house  during  the.  Feast  of  out  to  the  Russians,  yet  some  have 
Tabernacles  late  in  1994,  about  30.  come,”  Southern  Baptist  represen- 
Orthodox  Jews  came  to  debate  tative  Pat  Hoaldridge  said.  “We 
church  leaders  and  tried  to  urge  include  them  and  encourage  them 
visiting  Jews  to  leave.  Many  con-  to  learn  Hebrew  and  get  involved 
gregation  members  responded  by  with  the  people  who  have  formed 
presenting  their  Christian  testi-  the  roots  of  the  society  here.  If 
monies.  they  don’t  learn  Hebrew,  they 

Narkis  Street  Congregation  has  don’t  get  jobs  and  don’t  get  inte- 
about  250  members  in  its  English-  grated.” 

_  _  1  congrega-  Both  Messianic  Jews  and  those 

tion,  plus  another  80  people  who  who  work  with  them  remain  cau- 
worship  in  a  Hebrew-language  tious  because  of  the  obvious  dan- 
congregation.  A  group  of  Russian  gets.  They  have  endured  an  assort- 
immigrants  also  meets  during  the  ment  of  attacks  and  threats 


Bibliociph 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1995 


EXPERIENCING  GOD  —  In  Jeru¬ 
salem,  Southern  Baptist  represen¬ 
tative  John  Anthony  reviews  a  point 
of  Jewish  doctrine  in  a  book.  A  21- 
year  veteran  of  ministry  in  Israel, 
Anthony  is  elated  at  the  growth  in 
the  number  of  Jewish  believers  in 
Israel  —  the  Messianic  Jews. 
Under  Anthony’s  direction  the 
Southern  Baptist  book  Experienc¬ 
ing  God  is  being  translated  into 
Russian  and  taught  to  Russian- 
speaking  believers  in  Jerusalem. 
Plans  also  call  for  distributing  it  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union  and  other 
areas  where  Russian  speakers  live. 


KOZEZ  ZUAT  ESMY  LAH,  AC  MLYE  RUSZM 
PODAOGO,  UDD  MLASIZ  UNO  BYZZAPDO  MY  LAH 
MLUM  PODAGOGML. 

HUNX  SASO:  MQOSMF-MLNOO 

This  week's  clue:  Y  equals  O. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle  Solve  bu  trial  and  err  nr  Ancuurr 


CLUJ 

cq  ct 
LULU 
2EJ 

Ecc:i:_j 

r-uio^ 

DIU> 

I  i-  X 

ICIDt-I  & 

ooo< 

otooz 
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